
English 7th and 8th Summer Reading 2022-2023

7th English: CHOOSE ONE
Summer Assignment: Please complete the project assignment for your chosen book.

The Girl Who Speaks Bear by Sophie Anderson
1) Project Assignment: Create a newspaper based on a major

event in the book. Your newspaper should include at least 3
articles (at least one must pertain to events in the novel, the
others may be related or simply provide a creative perspective of
the town), 1 advice column, 2 pictures/illustrations, and 1
advertisement. This should be creative and fun.

Found abandoned in a bear cave as a baby, Yanka has always
wondered about where she is from. She tries to ignore the strange
whispers and looks from the villagers, wishing she was as strong on
the inside as she is on the outside. But, when she has to flee her
house, looking for answers about who she really is, a journey far

beyond one that she ever imagined begins: from icy rivers to smoldering mountains meeting an
ever-growing herd of extraordinary friends along the way.

Rubric (100 points total

Points
Possible

Points
Earned

Did at least one headline column pertain to events in the book? 15

Is each part of the paper creative and thoughtful? 15

Were all your articles well written and edited? 15

Did you name your newspaper and create journalist names? 15

Did you have all the other requirements? 40



Where the Red Fern Grows by Wilson Rawls

Create a local newspaper around the time of one of the major
events of the book. Your newspaper should include at least 3
articles (at least one must pertain to events in the novel, the
others may be related or simply provide a creative perspective
of the town), 1 advice column, 2 pictures/illustrations, and 1
advertisement. This should be creative and fun.

Billy has long dreamt of owning not one, but two, dogs. So when
he’s finally able to save up enough money for two pups to call his
own—Old Dan and Little Ann—he’s ecstatic. It doesn’t matter that
times are tough; together they’ll roam the hills of the Ozarks.

Soon Billy and his hounds become the finest hunting team in the
valley. Stories of their great achievements spread throughout the

region, and the combination of Old Dan’s brawn, Little Ann’s brains, and Billy’s sheer will seems
unbeatable. But tragedy awaits these determined hunters—now friends—and Billy learns that
hope can grow out of despair, and that the seeds of the future can come from the scars of the
past.

Rubric (100 points total)

Points
Possible

Points
Earned

Did at least one headline column pertain to events in the book? 15

Is each part of the paper creative and thoughtful? 15

Were all your articles well written and edited? 15

Did you name your newspaper and create journalist names? 15

Did you have all the other requirements? 40



08 English (8th Honors is on the next page)

Summer Assignment:

Create a comic book detailing one of the major
battles/events of the book. Your comic must be a minimum
of 10 panels (the squares around the pictures), must contain
dialogue from the book, and must be detailed and colored.
The quotes from the book must be cited in MLA format.
Please use Purdue Owl to check your citations. We will
review these during the first week of class. They will be
presented to the class.

You will also take a short quiz in the second week of class
worth 40pts.

Charlie Hernandez and the League of Shadows by Ryan Calejo

Charlie Hernández has always been proud of his Latin American heritage. He loves the culture,
the art, and especially the myths. Thanks to his abuela’s stories, Charlie possesses an almost
encyclopedic knowledge of the monsters and ghouls who have spent the last five hundred years
haunting the imaginations of children all across the Iberian Peninsula, as well as Central and
South America.

But when Charlie begins to experience freaky bodily manifestations—ones all too similar to
those described by his grandma in his favorite legend—he is suddenly swept up in a world where
the mythical beings he’s spent his entire life hearing about seem to be walking straight out of the
pages of Hispanic folklore and into his life. And even stranger, they seem to know more about
him than he knows about himself.



08 English Honors: Days of the Dead by Kersten Hamilton

Glorieta Magdalena Davis Espinosa is happy that Papi married Alice.
She’s happy that he can smile again after years of mourning Mamá.
But the urn containing Mamá’s ashes disappeared into a drawer the
day Alice moved in.

If everything about Glorieta’s life is going to change, then she wants
one thing to go her way: She wants to hear stories about her mamá
when the family gathers on the last night of los Días de los Muertos.
And that can only happen if Tia Diosonita will allow Mamá to be
buried with the Espinosas in holy ground. If she will allow people to
speak Mamá’s name.

Summer Assignment: You will be writing a 600-900 word
essay comparing and contrasting two of the characters below.

You need a strong central thesis statement and should use evidence from the text to support your
thesis. Your essay should be in MLA format (12pt Times New Roman and double spaced) with
the appropriate citations. Please use Purdue Owl to help with citations.

Papers will be peer-reviewed at the start of school and final drafts will be due at the end of
the first week.

Characters to compare:

Glorieta
Papi
Tia D
River
Lilith


