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American Literature Honors Summer Reading Assignment 

Mrs. Vanderzell 

mvanderzell@fayacademy.org 

 

The summer reading assignment requires that you read The Bean Trees by Barbara Kingsolver and 

complete the assignments listed below. 

This summer work will be due on the first day of class. 

DIRECTIONS: 

1. Purchase a copy of the book (ISBN: 978-0062277756) . 
 

2. Respond to the reflective prompt before you begin your reading. 
 

3. As you read, please annotate your text. You can use sticky notes, two column notes, or even write 

in a book that you purchased. Please note that annotating includes both marking what you feel is 

important and commenting on what you have marked. 

4. Think about this BIG question as you read and annotate your text: What does this novel/text say 

about the importance of one's personal culture? (Hint: Write a definition of culture inside the front 

cover of your book or on a bookmark to guide your thinking.) 
 

Activity 1: Learning Focus: Reflective Writing 

When you think of culture, do you think of your country, your heritage, your ethnicity, your 

community, or maybe the sports teams for which you play? Perhaps you think of things you eat, how 

you dress, things you value, or how you communicate. All of these elements are a part of your cult ure. 

Cultural identification is one way you create a sense of self in the world. Cultural background and 

experiences create a perspective from which you understand yourself, others and the world. Each of us 

belongs to different and often overlapping groups and subcultures that shape and influence our 

perceptions of the world around us. 

 
Reflective Writing - @ least 250 words 

Thinking about where you live, how would you describe the culture of Everett, Washington? 
 

Activity 2: Reading and Annotating the Text: Thinking critically and analyzing a text 

Your assignment: Please annotate your text. You can use sticky notes, two column notes, or even 

write in a book that you purchased. Please note that annotating includes both marking what you feel  is 

important and commenting on what you have marked. 

 
Annotation: the act of making notes in/on a text as you read so that it shows your critical thinking and 

analysis of the text. Think of annotation as writing notes that provide active interaction with a text 

while make your thinking obvious to an outside observer. Do not think that every page has to have 

something written; however, you will probably have more annotations at the beginning of the book 

and during pivotal moments. 

 

Also, remember that the point of annotating a text is not to pass judgment on the text, to give it "a 

thumb's up or a thumb's down" especially when you have not looked at the work on a higher level. 

There is no reason to assume that your initial reaction is the most reliable measure of the worth of a 

literary work. 

Three Levels of Annotation and Examples: Your annotations should attend to all three levels 

of thinking as listed below: 

Level 1 Level 2 Level 3 

Literal-found directly Interpretive/ Analytical- 

in the text found by making inferences 

Universal/Thematic-found outside of the 

text 



Questions/notes that Questions/notes about the 

check for author's choices 

understanding 

 
Three types of Annotations 

1) Mark the text 

Questions/notes about how the text 

relates to the world outside the text, 

including how it relates to my life and 

what I know. 

Please buy a book and mark the text and in the margins if you want to be able to write 

in the book. Your teacher will collect the book and assess your annotations using the 

rubric. 
 

2) Use Post-It notes 

If you would like to annotate the text using post-its, please check out a book from the 

book room. Annotate the text on post-its and place them in the book. Your teacher 

will collect the book and post-its to assess your annotations using 
 

3) Double Entry Journal 

If you would like to interact with the text using a double entry journal, please create a 

journal using the annotation symbols and textual evidence to demonstrate your 

interaction with the text. 

 

Activity 3: After you have read and annotated your text, reflect on the guiding question of 

this summer assignment in @ least 250 words. Include at least three quotes from the novel 

in your response cited correctly. (Use MLA format) 

What does this novel/text say about the importance of one's personal culture? 

 
Activitv 4: Complete the attached Local Color chart. 

 

Activity 5: Writing Assignment: Read the questions below and choose the one you feel best 

prepared to answer. (Choose either a, b, or c.) 500 word requirement. 
 

a. In The Bean Trees, Taylor comes to realize that like the wisteria vine, we all thrive with the help of others. 

What is your opinion of the idea that people rely on others, that we all need others to live a fulfilling life? 

 

b. In The Bean Trees, Estevan says we "believe that if something terrible happens to someone, they must have 

deserved it". What is your opinion of the idea that we are not very compassionate about the plight of others? 

 

c. In The Bean Trees, all of the major characters are involved with quests or goals. The author, Barbara 

Kingsolver, seems to be suggesting that some kind of journey, whether physical, emotional, or intellectual, is 

necessary for any chance of happiness or satisfaction. What is your opinion of the idea that we are strongly 

motivated by the need to prove ourselves or find ourselves? 
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The Bean Trees Local Color Analysis 
 

Directions: Complete the chart below by locating descriptions of certain places visited by Taylor and Turtle. Copy significant phrases 

to help you later recall the places. If passages are long, use an ellipsis to indicate words omitted (or attach an extra sheet of 

paper). Be prepared to share answers with the class. 

 

Local color in a literary work is the use of characters and details unique to a particular geographic area. Local color can be 

created by the use of dialect and by descriptions of customs, clothing, manners, attitudes, scenery, and landscape. 

Location: Description: 

Pittman County, Kentucky  

(Ch. 1), (Ch. 3) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Broken Arrow Motor Lodge 
(Ch. 1), (Ch. 14) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Earl's in Oklahoma  

(Ch. 1) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Jesus is Lord Tires  

(Ch. 2), (Ch. 3) 

 

 

 

 

 

Republic Hotel, Tucson  

(Ch. 3) 
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Location: Description: 

Arizona Desert 

(Ch. 4) 

 

Roosevelt Park 

(Ch. 8) 

 

Red Hot Mama's 

(Ch. 11) 

 

Lake O' the Cherokees 

(Ch. 15) 

 

Add one more of your 

choosing: 

 

 

 

 

 

 


