
10th Grade World History: Modern
Mrs. Ballew

AP Modern History
Summer Reading BOOK REVIEW ASSIGNMENT

Things Fall Apart by Chinua Achebe ISBN: 978-0385474542
You are required to write a book review on the book Things Fall Apart by Chinua Achebe. This
book review is intended to serve two purposes: 1) To demonstrate that you have actually read the
book and understood its contents, and  2) to evaluate your writing and analytical skills. This will
help give me a sense of the level of your writing skills; improving these skills will be a major
focus of our class. A PDF copy of the book can be located in the AP Modern Google Classroom.
In addition, there are three other assignments that need to be completed before the first day of
school. Those assignments can also be located in the Google Classroom. For those of you new to
FA, in order to join the Google Classroom you must have a school issued gmail account. Once
you have one, go into Classroom and type in the code: 3c4fti3. This will prompt you to join the
class, and from there, you can select “Classwork” to access the assignments and book. If you
have any questions this summer, email me at kballew@fayacademy.org. Please keep in mind that
if you email me a week before the first day of school it will be evident that you have waited until
then to get started, and that doing so does not give me the best first impression.

Book review for a work of Fiction (a novel):
Fiction books have some flexibility in the format of their reviews; you might organize it as a
traditional essay or use a format such as a letter to the reader, etc. However you write, form
paragraphs around ideas, and have a general organizing principle to your review, i.e. a thesis,
introduction and conclusion. Your fiction review piece must include answers to the following
questions:

● What are some interesting/significant historical/cultural things you learned from this
book? Be specific! This should be the focus of your paper.

● Be sure to discuss the historical matter on which the book is focusing as well as the
additional historical information about that time period that appears in the background
(things such as the themes mentioned above: technology, gender roles, etc.)

● What historical questions were raised for you about this topic? What in the book inspired
these questions? You need to come up with some questions. Having no questions is not
an option.

● How did you like the book overall? Would you recommend this book for next year’s
summer reading list? Why or why not? Be specific. Saying you did not like the book will
not negatively affect your grade. Please note: past students lost points when not focusing
enough on the historical information in their fiction readings.

● Look up “Heart of Darkness” and “King Leopold’s Ghost” and read the descriptions of
both. How does “Things Fall Apart” compare to those texts? Why is this book so
important when considering perspective on African history?
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Format requirements
Typed and double-spaced
12 point Times New Roman font
Page numbers
1 inch margins

I suggest that you form coherent and well thought-out paragraphs and proofread them for
grammatical and spelling errors. This will be my first impression of you and it should be a good
one! No title page or cover is necessary, but a name (yours) is and the title of the book should be
underlined or italicized throughout your essay. Please note that just using a word processor’s
spelling and grammar check is not sufficient in most cases. I advise having someone else check
your book review for spelling, suitable vocabulary, grammar and coherence.

Write your review yourself. It will not help you in later writing assignments or tests to have
someone else write this first assignment, and a false first impression could make me think that
your skills are worsening during the school year.  Do not collaborate (talk, Skype, email,
Facebook, etc.) with your classmates about your assignment. This is meant to be an individual
assignment. Any suspicious similarities between individuals could result in both parties receiving
a “0”.

Quotes from your actual book are not necessary unless you feel it would really help you make a
point. If you do, please cite the page number parenthetically.  To do this assignment well you
only need to use your head (and have read the book in its entirety). Other information is not
necessary to complete this assignment, so do not feel the need to do research. However, if you do
get ideas from somewhere else, give credit to the source instead of getting a “0‟ for plagiarism.
Citations should be done in parentheses at the end of the sentence, with a full works cited page at
the end if you use outside sources. See specifications on MLA citations from websites such as
Purdue University’s OWL writing lab.


