
2021 Summer Reading Guides

Rising Tenth Grade

The following study guide and questions offer suggestions which should help you in your understanding of the 

Summer Reading selections. Plan to take some notes as you read so that, even if you read the books early in the 

summer, you will have some material to review before the test or essay on each book.  

Tips for reading all Summer Reading selections: 

1. Read the study guide questions before you begin reading the book so you will know what to think about

and look for while you are reading.

2. Have a pen or pencil ready to jot down notes.

3. Using a highlighter is good for marking the important passages and ideas in the book.

4. Write notes and questions to yourself in the margins of the book.

5. Look up meanings of words you do not know.

6. Read the front and back covers of the book and read the preface or introduction.

7. Reread a passage or chapter if you need to.

8. Discuss the book with others who are also reading it; discuss the study guide questions as well.

9. Keep a list of the questions that you have as you read the book; write down the page numbers about

which you have questions.  These questions may be asked the first day of the class in the fall.

10. Think especially carefully about the ending of the book; it usually has enormous clues about the major

themes or ideas of the book.

11. Enjoy reading the book.

Tenth Grade Modern History - Required 

Things Fall Apart by Chinua Achebe 
ISBN:  978-0385474542 

Soundtrack Project 
https://bit.ly/3lqDv8X

Tenth Grade Advanced Placement Modern History - Required 

Things Fall Apart by Chinua Achebe 
ISBN: 978-0385474542 



You are required to write a book review on the book Things Fall Apart by Chinua Achebe. This book review is 

intended to serve two purposes: 1) To demonstrate that you have actually read the book and understood its 

contents, and  2) to evaluate your writing and analytical skills. This will help give me a sense of the level of 

your writing skills; improving these skills will be a major focus of our class. Any good book review (both 

fiction and nonfiction) should be written as though the reader had not read the book in question. Hence, the 

reviewer must, as efficiently as possible, inform the reader about the general contents of the work: Subject 

matter, including its time period, general organization of the material, structure of the argument, and so on.  

 

Book review for a work of Fiction (a novel):  

Fiction books have some flexibility in the format of their reviews; you might organize it as a traditional essay or 

use a format such as a letter to the reader, etc. However you write, form paragraphs around ideas, and have a 

general organizing principle to your review, i.e. a thesis, introduction and conclusion. Your fiction review piece 

must include answers to the following questions:   

● What are some interesting/significant historical/cultural things you learned from this book? Be specific! 

This should be the focus of your paper.  

● You need to discuss the story line, but only minimally. In some novels the historical information is like 

part of the scenery, so do not tune it out but pay attention to it.  

● Be sure to discuss the historical matter on which the book is focusing as well as the additional historical 

information about that time period that appears in the background (things such as the themes mentioned 

above: technology, gender roles, etc.)   

● What historical questions were raised for you about this topic? What in the book inspired these 

questions? You need to come up with some questions. Having no questions is not an option.   

● How did you like the book overall? Would you recommend this book for next year’s summer reading 

list? Why or why not? Be specific. Saying you did not like the book will not negatively affect your 

grade. Please note: past students lost points when not focusing enough on the historical information in 

their fiction readings.  

 

Format requirements 

Typed and double-spaced 

12 point Times New Roman font 

Page numbers 

1 inch margins 

 

I do not appreciate poorly written work and will return to you for resubmission (with penalties for lateness) any 

work that I deem to be poorly executed. Therefore I suggest that you form coherent and well thought-out 

paragraphs and proofread them for grammatical and spelling errors. This will be my first impression of you and 

it should be a good one! No title page or cover is necessary, but a name (yours) is and the title of the book 

should be underlined or italicized throughout your essay. Please note that just using a word processor’s spelling 

and grammar check is not sufficient in most cases. I advise having someone else check your book review for 

spelling, suitable vocabulary, grammar and coherence.   

 

Write your review yourself. It will not help you in later writing assignments or tests to have someone else write 

this first assignment, and a false first impression could make me think that your skills are worsening during the 

school year.  Do not collaborate (talk, Skype, email, Facebook, etc.) with your classmates about your 

assignment. This is meant to be an individual assignment. Any suspicious similarities between individuals could 

result in both parties receiving a “0”. 

 

Quotes from your actual book are not necessary unless you feel it would really help you make a point. If you 

do, please cite the page number parenthetically.  To do this assignment well you only need to use your head 

(and have read the book in its entirety).Other information is not necessary to complete this assignment, so do 



not feel the need to do research. However, if you do get ideas from somewhere else, give credit to the source 

instead of getting a “0‟ for plagiarism. Citations should be done in parentheses at the end of the sentence, with a 

full works cited page at the end if you use outside sources.  See specifications on MLA citations from websites 

such as Purdue University’s OWL writing lab. 
 

Tenth Grade English and Honors English — Required 

The Boy, the Mole, the Fox, and the Horse by Charlie Mackesy 
ISBN:  9780062976581 

 

There is no study guide for this book. Students need to complete the reading. They will be assessed when they 

return to school. 


