
 

2021 Summer Reading Guides 

Rising Ninth Grade 

The following study guide and questions offer suggestions which should help you in your understanding of the 

Summer Reading selections. Plan to take some notes as you read so that, even if you read the books early in the 

summer, you will have some material to review before the test or essay on each book.  

Tips for reading all Summer Reading selections: 

1. Read the study guide questions before you begin reading the book, so you will know what to think about 

and look for while you are reading.  

2. Have a pen or pencil ready to jot down notes.   

3. Using a highlighter is good for marking the important passages and ideas in the book.  

4. Write notes and questions to yourself in the margins of the book.  

5. Look up meanings of words you do not know.  

6. Read the front and back covers of the book and read the preface or introduction.  

7. Reread a passage or chapter if you need to.  

8. Discuss the book with others who are also reading it; discuss the study guide questions as well.  

9. Keep a list of the questions that you have as you read the book; write down the page numbers about 

which you have questions.  These questions may be asked the first day of the class in the fall.  

10. Think especially carefully about the ending of the book; it usually has enormous clues about the major 

themes or ideas of the book.  

11. Enjoy reading the book.  

Ninth Grade Ancient Civilizations — Required  

 
Welcome to Ancient Civilizations! I am so excited to get started this fall with all of 
you, hopefully in person. This year, we will be exploring the early history of the 
world, from prehistory into the Middle Ages. We will travel the world, looking at 
cultures from all the major continents and see how their existence has shaped 
our world. For your summer assignment, I am asking you to read the first 
recorded story of humanity: The Epic of Gilgamesh. As you are reading, annotate 
the text using the directions below. When we return in the fall, we will complete 
a project with the book and  you will write a short essay in class in response to 
the prompt below. Please ensure you get the translation below, as it has 
important historical information at the beginning of the book, and I want us all to 
be working from the same translation. 
 
The Epic of Gilgamesh, Revised Edition. Translator N. K. Sandars. Penguin Classics, 

1972. ISBN: 978-0140441000. 



Annotation Instructions 

As part of your summer reading assignment, you will annotate your text as you read. Annotating keeps the 

reader engaged with the text. While you are reading, use one or more of these strategies to mark the book 

and include your thoughts and questions. 

1. Write comments in the margin, especially to ask questions, relate to 

characters, make connections with your own life or other books and stories you 

have read. 

2. Star any passages that are very important: events, decisions, or cause and 

effect relationships. 

3. Underline any sentences that made you think or appealed to you. 

4. Circle/highlight words that are unfamiliar. 

5. Bracket areas that you were confused about or did not fully understand. 
Example of annotated page. 

 
 



Ninth Grade Honors Ancient Civilizations — Required 
 

Welcome to Honors Ancient Civilizations! I am so excited to get started this fall with all of you, hopefully in 

person. This year, we will be exploring the early history of the world, from prehistory into the Middle Ages. We 

will travel the world, looking at cultures from all the major continents and see how their existence has shaped 

our world. For your summer assignment, I am asking you to choose 1 of the following books to read and 

annotate (see directions below). There are different topics and themes represented in each book, so read the 

descriptions carefully and choose one that interests you. When we return in the fall, we will have a socratic 

seminar on the historical methods in your book and you will write an essay in class on your book. 

 

➔ 1177 B.C.: The Year Civilization Collapsed by Eric H. Cline: A look at the invasion of Egypt in 1177 BC 

that marked the beginning of the decline of the Empire and the first “Dark Ages”. 

➔ Lives in Ruins: Archaeologists and the Seductive Lure of Human Rubble by 

Marilyn Johnson: The personal stories of modern day archaeologists and the stories they uncover. This is a 

book about the profession of archaeology, sprinkled with fascinating stories from ancient civilizations. 

➔ Four Lost Cities: A Secret History of the Urban Age by Annalee Newitz: This is a history of ancient 

urban cultures from all over the world and the forces that destroyed them. It looks at the daily lives of ordinary 

people within the four ancient lost cities, often overlooked in “big name” history. 

➔ Dirt: The Erosion of Civilizations by David R. Montgomery: This is a mix of history and geology. It 

traces the use of soil from the ancient world to the modern age. Building a connection between the history and 

future of agriculture. 

➔ Inka History in Knots: Reading Khipus as Primary Sources by Gary Urton: A look at the ancient 

people of the Andes who used knot tying as a form of record keeping. 

➔ Holes in the Head: The Art and Archaeology of Trepanation in Ancient Peru by 

John W. Verano: This is a pathological look at one of the first surgical techniques in the history of the world. It 

explores early medicine in the ancient Americas and how we can use bones to understand past civilizations. 

➔ The Lost History of Ancient America: How Our Continent was Shaped by 

Conquerors, Influencers, and Other Visitors from Across the Ocean by Frank 

Joseph: An exploration of the first people to arrive in the Americas before European settlement that throw into 

question the idea that Columbus was the first to “arrive” in the Americas. 

➔ Seahenge: a quest for life and death in Bronze Age Britain by Francis Pryor: 

Explores a 1998 discovery of a circle of wooden planks set vertically in the sand, with a large inverted tree-

trunk in the middle, likened to a ghostly ‘hand reaching up from the underworld’, that has been dated back to 

around 2020 BC. 

➔ The Fabric of Civilization: How Textiles Made the World by Virginia Postrel: The story of how fabric 

and thread have shaped human history. If you are interested in fashion, this may be the book for you. 

➔ Archaeology from Space: How the Future Shapes Our Past by Sarah Parcak: If you are interested in 

astronomy or space technology, this would be a great choice. It examines how historians and archaeologists are 

using space technology to uncover ancient civilizations. 

➔ The Age of Wood: Our Most Useful Material and the Construction of Civilization 

by Roland Ennos: This book looks at the history of wood use in ancient civilizations. It looks at how wood was 

used, grown and traded among global civilizations. 

➔ Sapiens: A Brief History of Humankind (Parts 1 and 2) by Yuval Noah Harari: For this book, you will 

only be asked to read the first 2 parts, though I encourage you to read it in its entirety. This is a history that 

explores the evolution of the human species, mixing biology and history. 

 

 

 

 



Annotation Instructions 

 

As part of your summer reading assignment, you will annotate your text as you read. Annotating keeps the 

reader engaged with the text. While you are reading, use one or more of these strategies to mark the book and 

include your thoughts and questions. 

1. Write comments in the margin, especially to ask questions, relate to characters, make connections your own 

life, etc. 

2. Star any passages that are very important: events, decisions, or cause and effect relationships. 

3. Underline any sentences that made you think or appealed to you. 

4. Circle/highlight words that are unfamiliar. 

5. Bracket areas that you were confused about or did not fully understand. 

 
 

 

Ninth Grade English — Required  

Of Mice and Men by John Steinbeck 
ISBN:  9780140177398 

Two drifters in California during the Depression struggle to build a better life but see their dreams die when an 

unfortunate accident leads to death and sorrow.  

Answer each of these questions with a detailed response of 4-5 sentences each, using evidence from the 

text. Include page numbers for quotations and summary information. Please make sure each response is 

uniquely your own. Your responses may be typed or handwritten and are due on the first day of class.  

 



I. For each of the following characters, identify a dream that each had and tell what happened to   

spoil that dream or make it impossible to fulfill: 

 

A. George and Lennie 

B. Curley 

C. Curley’s wife 

D. Candy 

E. Crooks 

 

II. Identify evidence of loneliness for any three characters. 

  

Ninth Grade Honors English — Required 

Lord of the Flies by William Golding 
ISBN:  9780399501487 

 
Read the text carefully, taking note of character development, literary devices, and themes. Then, 

complete the assignments in the following linked document. Turn in your work on the first day of class in 

typed or handwritten format.  

 

 

https://docs.google.com/document/d/1tQQwkohivzg3P4QYLxvmPF2HvvUV_Ddb-

uTxxUgLB70/edit?usp=sharing  

 

http://goog_1187813358/
http://goog_1187813358/
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1tQQwkohivzg3P4QYLxvmPF2HvvUV_Ddb-uTxxUgLB70/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1tQQwkohivzg3P4QYLxvmPF2HvvUV_Ddb-uTxxUgLB70/edit?usp=sharing

