
 

2021 Summer Reading Guides  

Rising Eighth Grade 

The following study guide and questions offer suggestions which should help you in your understanding of the 

Summer Reading selections. Plan to take some notes as you read so that, even if you read the books early in the 

summer, you will have some material to review before the test or essay on each book.  

Tips for reading all Summer Reading selections: 

1. Read the study guide questions before you begin reading the book so you will know what to think about 

and look for while you are reading.  

2. Have a pen or pencil ready to jot down notes.   

3. Using a highlighter is good for marking the important passages and ideas in the book.  

4. Write notes and questions to yourself in the margins of the book.  

5. Look up meanings of words you do not know.  

6. Read the front and back covers of the book and read the preface or introduction.  

7. Reread a passage or chapter if you need to.  

8. Discuss the book with others who are also reading it; discuss the study guide questions as well.  

9. Keep a list of the questions that you have as you read the book; write down the page numbers about which 

you have questions.  These questions may be asked the first day of the class in the fall.  

10. Think especially carefully about the ending of the book; it usually has enormous clues about the major 

themes or ideas of the book.  

11. Enjoy reading the book.  

 

Eighth Grade World Geography - Required  

Boy Who Harnessed the Wind by William Kamkwamba 

ISBN: 978-0147570426 

You may choose from either option for your summer reading assignment. 

Option 1: Novel Analysis 

Directions: As you read the novel answer these questions in complete sentences.  

1. Could you imagine living without electricity? What would your life be like? Describe William's life and 

compare it to American teenagers and even your own. 



2. How did the villagers compensate for not having electricity, telephones, or most of the modern 

conveniences we take for granted? 

3. What is the role of magic in the story? What about education? Contrast the two. Is there room for both in a 

culture?  

4. What about education and religion? How do the two impact each other? How did William's religion 

influence his outlook? 

5. What did electricity and the creation of the windmill mean for William, his family, and his village? What 

might his accomplishment mean for the world? 

6. What motivates people like William to attempt the unthinkable? How would you describe him to someone 

who's never heard of his achievement? 

7. Compare William to his father and to his mother. How are they alike? How did his parents shape 

William's outlook? 

8. Malawi is an extremely poor nation. What are the causes of this poverty and what exacerbates it? How 

might these causes and influences be overcome? How has the West—think of organizations like the 

International Monetary Fund and the World Bank, run by Americans and Europeans—helped to contribute 

to nations like Malawi's troubles? 

9. William writes of the corruption, greed, nonexistent services, and lack of empathy that turned the drought 

into a disaster for average people like him and his family. Can you see any similarities with our own 

culture, both past and present? Think about the American Depression. How did that compare to Malawi's 

drought? 

10. William was desperate to stay in school but could not because of money. Think about American students. 

Why do you think with all the opportunities for schooling, students are disinterested in learning? In your 

opinion, what accounts for the differences between William and his American counterparts? 

11. Many Americans criticize public schools and some even question the need for them. Others argue that 

money doesn't matter when it comes to education. How does William's experience address our own 

debates on the subject? Think about his school, and compare it to American schools. Might William's life 

be different if he had access to education without having to pay? How so? 

12. What lessons did you take away from William's story? 

Option 2: Film to Movie Analysis 

Directions: Using Netflix.com watch the movie “The Boy Who Harnessed the Wind”. You will write a 2 page, 

Times New Roman, 12 point font response in which you compare how the story of William Kamkwamba was told 

in both formats, from the book and the film. Your response should include the answers to the following questions: 

● Think about the setting of the book. Did the setting in the movie look like you had imagined it? If not, 

how was it different? 

● Think about the main character. How was he/she different than you had imagined? How was he/she the 

same? 

● Were there any changes in characters between the book and the movie? Why do you think the people who 

made the movie would leave out or add a character? 

● What parts were in the book but were not in the movie? Why do you think the people who made the movie 

left out those parts? 

● Were there any parts that were in the movie that were not in the book? Why do you think the people that 

made the movie added those parts? 

● Do you think the people who made the movie did a good job of portraying the book? Why or why not? 

● Which did you enjoy more: the book or the movie? Why? 

 

 

 



Eighth Grade English - Required  

 

Summer Assignment:  Create a comic book detailing one of the major battles/events 

of the book. Your comic must be a minimum of 10 panels (the squares around the 

pictures), must contain dialogue from the book, and must be detailed and colored.  

 

 You will also take a short quiz the second week of class worth 40pts.  

 

08 English: 

Charlie Hernandez and the League of Shadows by Ryan Calejo 

ISBN: 9781534426580 

  
Charlie Hernández has always been proud of his Latin American heritage. He loves the 

culture, the art, and especially the myths. Thanks to his abuela’s stories, Charlie possesses an almost 

encyclopedic knowledge of the monsters and ghouls who have spent the last five hundred years haunting the 

imaginations of children all across the Iberian Peninsula, as well as Central and South America.  

 

But when Charlie begins to experience freaky bodily manifestations—ones all too similar to those described by 

his grandma in his favorite legend—he is suddenly swept up in a world where the mythical beings he’s spent his 

entire life hearing about seem to be walking straight out of the pages of Hispanic folklore and into his life. And 

even stranger, they seem to know more about him than he knows about himself. 

 

 

08 English Honors: Days of the Dead by Kersten Hamilton  

ISBN: 9781510728585  
 

Glorieta Magdalena Davis Espinosa is happy that Papi married Alice. She’s happy that he 

can smile again after years of mourning Mamá. But the urn containing Mamá’s ashes 

disappeared into a drawer the day Alice moved in. 

 

If everything about Glorieta’s life is going to change, then she wants one thing to go her 

way: She wants to hear stories about her mamá when the family gathers on the last night of 

los Días de los Muertos. And that can only happen if Tia Diosonita will allow Mamá to be 

buried with the Espinosas in holy ground. If she will allow people to speak Mamá’s name. 

 

Summer Assignment: You will be writing a 600-900 word essay comparing and contrasting two of the 

characters below.  

 

You need a strong central thesis statement and should use evidence from the text to support your thesis. Your 

essay should be in MLA format (12pt Times New Roman and double spaced) with the appropriate citations. 

Please use Purdue Owl to help with citations.  

 

Papers will be peer reviewed at the start of school and final drafts will be due at the end of the first week.  

 

Characters to compare:  

Glorieta 

Papi 

Tia D 

River 

Lilith   


