
 

2021 Summer Reading Guides 

Rising Seventh Grade 

The following study guide and questions offer suggestions which should help you in your understanding of the 

Summer Reading selections. Plan to take some notes as you read so that, even if you read the books early in 

the summer, you will have some material to review before the test or essay on each book.  

Tips for reading all Summer Reading selections: 

1. Read the study guide questions before you begin reading the book so you will know what to think 

about and look for while you are reading.  

2. Have a pen or pencil ready to jot down notes.   

3. Using a highlighter is good for marking the important passages and ideas in the book.  

4. Write notes and questions to yourself in the margins of the book.  

5. Read the front and back covers of the book and read the preface or introduction.  

6. Reread a passage or chapter if you need to.  

7. Discuss the book with others who are also reading it; discuss the study guide questions as well.  

8. Keep a list of the questions that you have as you read the book; write down the page numbers about 

which you have questions.  These questions may be asked the first day of the class in the fall.  

9. Think especially carefully about the ending of the book; it usually has enormous clues about the major 

themes or ideas of the book.  

10. Enjoy reading the book.  

Seventh Grade Social Studies — Required 

Welcome to 7th Grade Civics! My name is Mrs. Tyminski, and I am excited to start this new course with all of 

you this fall. This year we will be studying the founding of our country, our Constitution, and our government. 

We will explore our founding principles and the role of the different branches of government. This spring, we 

will look at the ideas of public policy, and we will create a class public policy project that will compete in the 

Project Citizen competition through the National Civics Center. As we get ready to 

start the year, I wanted to give each of you the opportunity to take a closer look at our 

Bill of Rights, an important set of guiding principles for our country. For our summer 

assignment, please read the following: 

Kathleen Krull’s A Kids' Guide to America's Bill of Rights:  

Curfews, Censorship, and the 100-Pound Giant  

ISBN: 9780380974979 

This book takes you through the different rights and protections of our Bill of Rights 

and shows you how they have been applied to real situations (even for kids). As you 

read you will keep a Reading Response Civics Log for 5 of the chapters in the book 

(see directions below) to be turned in during class on the first Friday of school. You 



will also have a quiz when you get back on the Bill of Rights. We will go over more details on that quiz when 

we come together in August. If you have any questions, please feel free to reach out over the summer. My 

email is dtyminski@fayacademy.org.  

* Parent Note: This book does an excellent job of portraying the history of the Bill of Rights in a straight 

forward manner. There is very little apparent bias in the book, however there are two sections you should be 

aware of. First in the chapter on the Second Amendment, the author lists several organizations that favor gun 

control measures, and she also gives information on the NRA as a pro-Second Amendment group. In the 

interest of balance, you might want to talk about other pro-Second Amendment groups with your student. 

Some include: Gun Owners of America or the Second Amendment Foundation. In chapter 12, the author 

addresses the Griswold v. Connecticut case and the Roe v. Wade case. If you would like to have your child not 

read those sections, or would like to pre-read them, the pages are 183-188. Thanks for helping us learn about 

this important document! 

Reading Response Civics Log 

As you read, write your personal response in a reading log for 5 of the chapters in the book. You may choose 

which 5 chapters you want to log. You may do these handwritten on loose leaf paper or you may keep an 

electronic notebook that you print-out for the Friday deadline. 

● For each of the chapters you choose, state your feelings, thoughts, reactions, and questions about 

situations, ideas, actions, people, symbols, themes, or any other elements in the chapter. Each log should 

be at least 1 paragraph long (+4 sentences) and include at least 1 quote (see below). 

● You cannot be wrong in your responses, so take risks and be honest. Write about what you like and 

dislike, what seems confusing or unusual. Tell what you think something means! 

● Remember your response journal is a place to record reactions and questions. Do not just summarize 

the chapter. However, sometimes a brief summary will be necessary to clarify your ideas; just make sure 

to include more than just a summary of what is happening. 

● Each journal entry should include 1 quote from the chapter. Look for quotes that may be meaningful to 

you. In at least one sentence explain why you chose the quote. Why did that quote strike you as 

meaningful? Does the quote have a larger application to our role as citizens? Remember that a quote can 

come from anywhere in the chapter. 

Your reading log will be worth 25 Points. See the rubric below for grading information. 



Reading Response Journal Rubric 

 

 

 

 

            

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Level 1 

Minimal  

Level 2  

 Basic  

Level 3 

Proficient  

Level 4 
Advanced  

In your journal you:  

• did not reflect on the 
chapters you read  

• did not provide +4 
sentences.  

• no quote  
• explained your 

interpretation, but not 
clearly. You support it 
with very little evidence 
from the book or by 
providing few thoughts 

from your own 
knowledge and 
experiences. 

• demonstrated that you 

have given little thought 

about the rights and 

scenarios described in 

the chapter  

In your journal you:  

• reflected on the 

chapters you read 

somewhat clearly  

• had the required +4 

sentences  
• included a quote, but 

did not explain 
clearly  

• explain your 
interpretation the 
chapter, but not 

clearly, supporting it 
with evidence from 
the book occasionally 
and from your own 
knowledge and 
experiences. 

• demonstrated that you 
have thought about 
the rights and 
scenarios described 

In your journal you:  

• reflected on the 

chapters you read 

effectively  

• had the required +4 

sentences  

• included a quote 

and explanation  

• explained your 

interpretation of the 

chapter clearly,  

supporting it with 

evidence from the 

work and from your 

own knowledge and 

experiences clearly.  

• demonstrated that 

you are a critical 

thinker that 

examined the rights 

and scenarios 

effectively 

In your journal you:  

• reflected on the 
chapters you read 
very effectively  

• had the required +4 

sentences included a 
quote and detalied 
explanation  

• explained your 
interpretation of the 
chapter clearly, 
supporting it with 
evidence from the 
book and from your 
own knowledge and 
experiences clearly 
and concisely. 

• demonstrated that 
you are a highly 

critical thinker that 
examined the rights 
and scenarios 
effectively 



 

 

 

Seventh Grade English— Choose 1 

 

Summer Assignment: Please complete the project assignment for your chosen book.  

 

You will also take a short quiz on your chosen book the second week of class worth 40pts.  

 

 

The House with Chicken Legs by Sophie Anderson (ISBN: 9781338209976) 

 

1. Project Assignment: Create a newspaper for any town in the book 

dated the day after Marinka and the House leave. Your newspaper 

should include at least 3 articles (at least one must pertain to events in 

the novel, the others may be related or simply provide a creative 

perspective of the town), 1 advice column, 2 pictures/illustrations, and 

1 advertisement. This should be creative and fun.  

 

All 12-year-old Marinka wants is a friend. A real friend. Not like her house with 

chicken legs. Sure, the house can play games like tag and hide-and-seek, but 

Marinka longs for a human companion. Someone she can talk to and share secrets 

with. 

 

But that's tough when your grandmother is a Yaga, a guardian who guides the dead into the afterlife. It's even 

harder when you live in a house that wanders all over the world . . . carrying you with it. Even worse, Marinka 

is being trained to be a Yaga. That means no school, no parties--and no playmates that stick around for more 

than a day. 

 

Rubric (60pts total) 

 
Points Possible Points Earned 

Did at least one headline column pertain to events in the book? 10 
 

Is each part of the paper creative and thoughtful? 10 
 

Were all your articles well written and edited? 10 
 

Did you name your newspaper and create journalist names? 10 
 

Did you have all the other requirements?  20 
 



 

 

 

Where the Red Fern Grows by Wilson Rawls (ISBN: 9780440412670) 

 

Create a local newspaper around the time of one of the major events of the book. 

Your newspaper should include at least 3 articles (at least one must pertain to 

events in the novel, the others may be related or simply provide a creative 

perspective of the town), 1 advice column, 2 pictures/illustrations, and 1 

advertisement. This should be creative and fun.  

 

Billy has long dreamt of owning not one, but two, dogs. So when he’s finally able to 

save up enough money for two pups to call his own—Old Dan and Little Ann—he’s 

ecstatic. It doesn’t matter that times are tough; together they’ll roam the hills of the 

Ozarks. 

   Soon Billy and his hounds become the finest hunting team in the valley. Stories of 

their great achievements spread throughout the region, and the combination of Old 

Dan’s brawn, Little Ann’s brains, and Billy’s sheer will seems unbeatable. But tragedy awaits these determined 

hunters—now friends—and Billy learns that hope can grow out of despair, and that the seeds of the future can 

come from the scars of the past. 

 

Rubric (60 pts total) 

 
Points Possible Points Earned 

Did at least one headline column pertain to events in the book? 10 
 

Is each part of the paper creative and thoughtful? 10 
 

Were all your articles well written and edited? 10 
 

Did you name your newspaper and create journalist names? 10 
 

Did you have all the other requirements?  20 
 

 

 


