
 

2021 Summer Reading Guides 

Rising Sixth Grade 

The following study guide and questions offer suggestions which should help you in your understanding of the 

Summer Reading selections. Plan to take some notes as you read so that, even if you read the books early in the summer, 
you will have some material to review before the test or essay on each book.  

Tips for reading all Summer Reading selections: 

1. Read the study guide questions before you begin reading the book, so you will know what to think about 

and look for while you are reading.  

2. Have a pen or pencil ready to jot down notes.   

3. Using a highlighter is good for marking the important passages and ideas in the book.  

4. Write notes and questions to yourself in the margins of the book.  

5. Look up meanings of words you do not know.  

6. Read the front and back covers of the book and read the preface or introduction.  

7. Reread a passage or chapter if you need to.  

8. Discuss the book with others who are also reading it; discuss the study guide questions as well.  

9. Keep a list of the questions that you have as you read the book; write down the page numbers about 

which you have questions. These questions may be asked the first day of the class in the fall.  

10. Think especially carefully about the ending of the book; it usually has enormous clues about the major 

themes or ideas of the book.  

11. Enjoy reading the book.  

 

6th Grade History — Required  

Behind Rebel Lines by Seymour Reit   
ISBN:  9780152164270 

 

This is the true and remarkable story of Emma Edmonds, the Canadian woman who disguised herself as a man 

and slipped behind Confederate lines to spy for the Union. 

 

1. Who is the main character? Where did she come from? 

2. Who is the author of Behind Rebel Lines? 

3. What was Emma’s first disguise? 

4. Why did Emma Edmonds become a spy? 

5. What is Emma’s last disguise? What was her mission? 

6. List the trophies Emma collected in her military career. 

7. What was Emma’s favorite disguise? 

8. Franklin Thompson was declared AWOL. What does Emma do about this after the war? 

9. Who does Emma share her secret with at the camp? 

10. Emma is a member of what military unit when she enlists in the army? 



 Sixth Grade English — Required 

Fablehaven by Brandon Mull  
ISBN:  9781416947202 

 

For centuries, mystical creatures of all descriptions were gathered to a hidden refuge called Fablehaven to 

prevent their extinction. The sanctuary survives today as one of the last strongholds of true magic in a cynical 

world. Enchanting? Absolutely! Exciting? You bet. Safe? Well, actually, quite the opposite . . . 

 

1. Who are the main characters and how do they end up at Fablehaven? 

2. Who is the author of Fablehaven? 

3. What is so special about Fablehaven? 

4. What do the keepers at Fablehaven Preserve do? 

5. What is the “treaty”? Who does the treaty protect? Why is the treaty so important? 

6. Describe some of the “ light creatures”. Why are they called light? 

7. Describe some of the “dark creatures”. Why are they dark? 

8. Why is Midsummer Eve ( June 21st ) so important? 

9. Why was Grandma Sorenson missing? 

10. What does Kendra need to make the Fairy Queen’s Elixir? 

 

 

 


