
 

2021 Summer Reading Guides 

Rising Twelfth Grade 

The following study guide and questions offer suggestions which should help you in your understanding of the 

Summer Reading selections. Plan to take some notes as you read so that, even if you read the books early in the 

summer, you will have some material to review before the test or essay on each book.  

Tips for reading all Summer Reading selections: 

1. Read the study guide questions before you begin reading the book, so you will know what to think about 

and look for while you are reading.  

2. Have a pen or pencil ready to jot down notes.   

3. Using a highlighter is good for marking the important passages and ideas in the book.  

4. Write notes and questions to yourself in the margins of the book.  

5. Look up meanings of words you do not know.  

6. Use an encyclopedia or atlas to help you think about the setting and context of the book.  

7. Read the front and back covers of the book and read the preface or introduction.  

8. Reread a passage or chapter if you need to.  

9. Discuss the book with others who are also reading it; discuss the study guide questions as well.  

10. Keep a list of the questions that you have as you read the book; write down the page numbers about which 

you have questions.  These questions may be asked the first day of the class in the fall.  

11. Think especially carefully about the ending of the book; it usually has enormous clues about the major 

themes or ideas of the book.  

12. Enjoy reading the book.  

 

Twelfth Grade American Government — Required  

Six Days or Forever? by Ray Ginger 

ISBN-13      978-0195197846 

ISBN-10      0195197844 

 

Please read Ginger’s account of the Thomas Scopes trial held in Tennessee in July of 1925. The trial centered 

around the teaching of evolution within the public schools of Tennessee but quickly became far more than just a 

trial. It became an event featuring major state and national political leaders, a significant media event across the 

United States, and a Constitutional debate over issues of free speech and expression, and freedom of and from 

religion. 

Be prepared to discuss the following on the first day of the Fall Semester: 

1. How did outside political leaders and the media influence the “nationalization” of a regional issue? 

2. Did the verdict in the trial satisfy the prosecution and did the trial verdict have lasting impact/change on 

the teaching of evolution within the Tennessee public school system? 



3. Consult the following internet site for further context:  

www. Bryan.edu/about/college-history/scopes-trial/ 

 

4. Complete additional research and prepare a three-to-five-page paper detailing how the Scopes trial and 

legislation in Tennessee in general and anti-evolution teaching legislation in North Carolina in particular 

impacted teaching (especially biology and other science courses) at The University of North Carolina at 

Chapel Hill and Wake Forest University in the late 1920’s. 

We will also watch the movie “Inherit The Wind” (a fictionalized account of the Scopes trial) during the first 

days of the Fall Semester. 

 

Twelfth Grade Honors Ancient Civilizations — Required  

1177 B.C.: The Year Civilization Collapsed (Revised and Updated Edition) by Dr. Eric Cline 

ISBN-10     0691208018 

ISBN-13     978-0691208015 

 

As you read Dr. Cline’s work on the fall of the Bronze Age consider not only the obvious implications for the 

people and civilizations of 1177 B.C. but also the parallels between 1177 B.C. and A.D. 2021. 

 

Dr. Cline states "We live in a world that has more similarities to that of the Late Bronze Age than one might 

suspect, including, as the British archaeologist Susan Sherratt has put it, an 'increasingly homogeneous yet 

uncontrollable global economy and culture' in which 'political uncertainties on one side of the world can 

drastically affect the economies of regions thousands of miles away.' " 

Be prepared to discuss the inter-connectedness of the latter Bronze Age societies, their inter-dependence on 

trade, the impact of climate, and other issues that led to the collapse of not only one civilization but several 

great civilizations at essentially the same period of history. Also be prepared to discuss the impact of the 

collapse of the Bronze Age on the rise of the Iron Age. 

 

As you read the text you may also refer to some of Dr. Cline’s lectures on YouTube about the collapse of the 

Bronze Age. 

 

On the first day of the Fall Semester you will be expected to submit a two to three page essay comparing and 

connecting the fall of the Bronze Age with the current period of world history as we (hopefully) exit the Covid-

19 pandemic.  Use the following statement by Dr. Cline as a writing prompt for your essay: 

"We should be aware that no society is invulnerable and that every society in the history of the world has 

ultimately collapsed. We should also be thankful that we are advanced enough to understand what is 

happening." 

 

Twelfth Grade Advanced Placement European History — Required  

These reading assignments will be due on Monday, August 23.  We will discuss them in class on that day, 

and this will be the first grade in your test/paper grade category.  They will take you a substantial 

amount of time to complete, so start well in advance! 

You will need to have the following materials: 

Textbook: Spielvogel’s Western Civilization (10th edition) 

 



Copy of Machiavelli’s The Prince (you will only need Chapters 14-19) 

There are many good published translations of The Prince in book form, but you can get a free pdf with some 

helpful commentary at this address: https://www.earlymoderntexts.com/assets/pdfs/machiavelli1532.pdf 

 

Part 1: Themes and Chapter Reading 

This part of the summer assignment is to get you familiar with your textbook’s style, organization, and methods 

and to start you towards analyzing the six major themes that will weave through our course this year. 

Read Chapter 12: Recovery and Rebirth: The Age of the Renaissance Century from your Spielvogel text.  As 

you read, practice active reading skills by underlining, highlighting, and writing margin notes and questions.  As 

you finish, write responses to the following six questions, which correspond to the six themes.  Your responses 

should be typed and double spaced in paragraph format with at least 4 sentences per paragraph. 

Theme 1: Interaction of Europe and the World 

What was humanism, and what effect did it have on philosophy, education, and the writing of history? 

Theme 2: Economic and Commercial Developments 

How did Europe prosper economically after the Middle Ages? 

Theme 3: Cultural and Intellectual Developments 

How did the Renaissance impact new types of art?  Describe at least two new types of art and how they related 

to humanism. 

Theme 4: States and Other Institutions of Power 

What did most states look like during the early Renaissance?  Who was in charge and what were they in charge 

of? 

Theme 5: Social Organization and Development 

What role did women play in the family, marriage, and politics during the Renaissance? 

 

Theme 6: National and European Identity 

What were the policies of Renaissance Popes in Europe and what impact did these Popes have on the Catholic 

Church’s traditional beliefs? (this should include abuses of power) 

 

Part 2: Reading from Machiavelli’s The Prince (Chapters 14-19) 

Read Chapter 12 first for background, and then read through this selection of Machiavelli’s famous work 

advising princes how to rule in the exciting, chaotic, and violent world of early modern Italy.  Type a double-

spaced paragraph-length response to each of the following questions and be ready to discuss them in class on 

Tuesday, August 24. 

-Why does Machiavelli believe that a prince must be willing to use force to achieve his ends? 

-How does Machiavelli define virtue? 

-According to Machiavelli, do the ends justify whatever means are necessary?  Why or why not? 

-For modern rulers, are there circumstances where you think the ends justify the means?  Why or why not? 

-In your opinion, does power always corrupt those who possess it? 

 

https://www.earlymoderntexts.com/assets/pdfs/machiavelli1532.pdf
https://www.earlymoderntexts.com/assets/pdfs/machiavelli1532.pdf


       Twelfth Grade English Literature, Honors Literature,  

Advanced Placement Literature — Required  
 

The Stranger by Albert Camus 

ISBN:  9780679720201  

 
1. Why do you think I assigned this book as our very first book to read?   

2. What kinds of thoughts about the nature of human existence come to mind after you finish this book? 

3. What do you think Camus wants us to think and feel about his protagonist after we finish this book?  

Why? 

4. Why is the violent murder scene placed almost exactly in the middle of the book? 

5. What do you think “existentialism” is according to this book, and thus, to Camus? 

 

 

 

 

       Twelfth Grade Advanced Placement Spanish — Required  

 
https://www.fayacademy.org/wp-content/uploads/2021/06/FV_2021-2022_AP-Spanish-

Summer-Assignment.pdf 

 

https://www.fayacademy.org/wp-content/uploads/2021/06/FV_2021-2022_AP-Spanish-Summer-Assignment.pdf
https://www.fayacademy.org/wp-content/uploads/2021/06/FV_2021-2022_AP-Spanish-Summer-Assignment.pdf

