
 

2021 Summer Reading Guides 

Rising Eleventh Grade 

The following study guide and questions offer suggestions which should help you in your understanding of the 

Summer Reading selections. Plan to take some notes as you read so that, even if you read the books early in the 

summer, you will have some material to review before the test or essay on each book.  

Tips for reading all Summer Reading selections: 

1. Read the study guide questions before you begin reading the book, so you will know what to think about 

and look for while you are reading.  

2. Have a pen or pencil ready to jot down notes.   

3. Using a highlighter is good for marking the important passages and ideas in the book.  

4. Write notes and questions to yourself in the margins of the book.  

5. Look up meanings of words you do not know.  

6. Read the front and back covers of the book and read the preface or introduction.  

7. Reread a passage or chapter if you need to.  

8. Discuss the book with others who are also reading it; discuss the study guide questions as well.  

9. Keep a list of the questions that you have as you read the book; write down the page numbers about which 

you have questions.  These questions may be asked the first day of the class in the fall.  

10. Think especially carefully about the ending of the book; it usually has enormous clues about the major 

themes or ideas of the book.  

11. Enjoy reading the book.  

            

Eleventh Grade United States History — Required 

These reading assignments will be due on Monday, August 23.  We will discuss them in class on that day, 

and this will be the first grade in your test/paper grade category.  They will take you a substantial amount of 

time to complete, so start well in advance! 

 

Choose one of the following options for a book review 

John Lewis, March Book 3 (ISBN: 9781603094023) 

George Takei, They Called Us Enemy (ISBN: 9781603094504) 

Tim O’Brien, The Things They Carried (ISBN: 9780544309760) 

Sue Monk Kidd, The Invention of Wings (ISBN: 9780143121701) 

 

1. Write a Book Review of the book you choose from the options listed. 

You will see four different options for books, and you should choose one that best fits your interests and reading 

style- two are graphic novels, one is a collection of short stories based on the author’s experiences in Vietnam, 

another is a standard work of fiction.  Read the book, and then write a 2-to-2.5-page paper using the following 



guidelines.  This assignment is your chance to show me what you are capable of in terms of your reading, analysis, 

and writing skills, so make it a good first impression for the year!   

Start with an introductory paragraph that ends in a thesis.  Your thesis should answer the following question: 

What does this book show you about what it means to “be American”? 

After your introduction, give a short summary of the story/stories of the book (1 paragraph, ½ page or so in length 

at most).  Introduce key characters.  Describe the narrative arc or talk about the themes/key ideas the book tries to 

portray. 

After your summary, you should spend 2-3 paragraphs analyzing the book to explore the argument you made in 

your thesis.  Some of the questions that should guide your analysis- you do not have to answer all of these, and 

your paragraphs should be focused on part of your main argument instead of framed directly by these questions, 

but use them as jumping-off places: 

● Why did the author choose to write the story in the format they did? 

● What historical events frame the story; what is happening before or during the story that shapes how the 

experiences of the main characters unfold? 

● How do issues such as racism, economic status, or gender play a part in the struggles of “being American” 

that are buried in the story? 

● Who do you think is the author’s main audience for the story?  Who does he or she want to reach and why?  

What is the author trying to accomplish by writing this story? 

● What do you want to know more about now that you have read the story? 

● How does this story help you understand the past? 

● What issues in contemporary American struggles over national identity, national purpose, or belonging 

echo themes of the book? 

Finish your review with a short conclusion. 

Format expectations 

Length should be between 2 and 2.5 pages of text (not including your name, paper title, etc) 

-This means a minimum of 1.75 pages of text and a maximum of 3 

Times New Roman font, 12 point size 

Double spaced 

Standard 1-inch margins 

Page numbers 

 

If you cite any specific material or use quotes from the book, please use an in-text citation at the end of your 

sentence.  For instance, I might “quote this material from the book” and then put the author’s name and the page 

number at the end of the sentence. [Limberg 15[ 

2. Get to be friends with review resources such as Crash Course US History by John Green, Khan Academy, 

or Daniel Jocz.   

Start figuring out some of the review resources that are available to you.  I will be posting links to a bunch of 

things as you get access to Google Classroom, but a jump start over the summer is always helpful! 

 

Eleventh Grade Advanced Placement United States History— Required 

These reading assignments will be due on Monday, August 23.  We will discuss them in class on that day, 

and this will be the first grade in your test/paper grade category.  They will take you a substantial amount of 

time to complete, so start well in advance! 

Required book (this year’s primary textbook): 

America: A Narrative History (Brief Eleventh High School Edition) Brief Eleventh High School Edition, by David 

Shi.  ISBN  9780393668995 

Choose one of the following options for a book review 

John Lewis, March Book 3 (ISBN: 9781603094023) 



George Takei, They Called Us Enemy (ISBN: 9781603094504) 

Tim O’Brien, The Things They Carried (ISBN: 9780544309760) 

Sue Monk Kidd, The Invention of Wings (ISBN: 9780143121701) 

  

1. Read and take notes on the first 2 chapters of your textbook America: A Narrative History by David 

Emory Shi.   

Take notes on the first two chapters.  You can take notes in the format you like best, whether that is in an outline, a 

structured list, Cornell notes, or something else, but make sure to note key events, people, and the ideas that 

connect them or make them important.  Focus on the “so what” ideas rather than just listing section headings or 

vocab terms.  You want to be able to review these in the future instead of having to re-read the whole chapter.  

Two solid pages of notes would be a minimum length for each chapter to make sure you are blending sufficient 

detail with analysis.  Finish each chapter with a 2-3 sentence summary that explains the main ideas of the chapter.  

We’ll compare styles, depth, and usefulness to help you evolve the most useful strategy for you in your weekly 

reading. 

Second, write three IDs for each chapter.  Pick three of the Key Terms at the end of each chapter.  For each, write a 

3-4 sentence short paragraph that a) in 1-2 sentences gives information on *what* the term was or did, with 

specifics, then b) in 1-2 sentences gives information on *why that matters* such as how it changed something or 

how it fit a larger pattern.  This is practice for your SAQs and helps you connect specific things to larger themes. 

2. Write a Book Review of the book you choose from the options listed. 

You will see four different options for books, and you should choose one that best fits your interests and reading 

style- two are graphic novels, one is a collection of short stories based on the author’s experiences in Vietnam, 

another is a standard work of fiction.  Read the book, and then write a 2-to-2.5-page paper using the following 

guidelines.  This assignment is your chance to show me what you are capable of in terms of your reading, analysis, 

and writing skills, so make it a good first impression for the year!   

Start with an introductory paragraph that ends in a thesis.  Your thesis should answer the following question: 

What does this book show you about what it means to “be American”? 

After your introduction, give a short summary of the story/stories of the book (1 paragraph, ½ page or so in length 

at most).  Introduce key characters.  Describe the narrative arc or talk about the themes/key ideas the book tries to 

portray. 

After your summary, you should spend 2-3 paragraphs analyzing the book to explore the argument you made in 

your thesis.  Some of the questions that should guide your analysis- you do not have to answer all of these, and 

your paragraphs should be focused on part of your main argument instead of framed directly by these questions, 

but use them as jumping-off places: 

● Why did the author choose to write the story in the format they did? 

● What historical events frame the story; what is happening before or during the story that shapes how the 

experiences of the main characters unfold? 

● How do issues such as racism, economic status, or gender play a part in the struggles of “being American” 

that are buried in the story? 

● Who do you think is the author’s main audience for the story?  Who does he or she want to reach and why?  

What is the author trying to accomplish by writing this story? 

● What do you want to know more about now that you have read the story? 

● How does this story help you understand the past? 

● What issues in contemporary American struggles over national identity, national purpose, or belonging 

echo themes of the book? 

Finish your review with a short conclusion. 

Format expectations 

Length should be between 2 and 2.5 pages of text (not including your name, paper title, etc) 

-This means a minimum of 1.75 pages of text and a maximum of 3 

Times New Roman font, 12 point size 

Double spaced 



Standard 1-inch margins 

Page numbers 

 

If you cite any specific material or use quotes from the book, please use an in-text citation at the end of your 

sentence.  For instance, I might “quote this material from the book” and then put the author’s name and the page 

number at the end of the sentence. [Limberg 15[ 

3. Get to be friends with Daniel Jocz, Steve Heimler, and/or John Green, who have created a series of 

study/review videos for AP US History students.   

Start figuring out some of the review resources that are available to you.  I will be posting links to a bunch of 

things as you get access to Google Classroom, but a jump start over the summer is always helpful! 

 

Eleventh Grade English — Required  

Contact instructor 

 

Eleventh Grade Honors English — Required  

How to Read Literature Like A Professor by Thomas C. Foster 
ISBN:  9780062301673  

Okay, I realize this isn’t exactly beach reading for your summer vacation. However, I do think Foster has a 

nice tone and an entertaining style (as far as this kind of writing goes and hopefully better than The Disappearing 

Spoon). My goal in having you read this work is to get you thinking about how to talk about literature. In other 

words, it’s time to step up your game. The goal of our course this year is really to equip you to use the language of 

literature, or the “language of reading” as Foster calls it, so that you can discuss literature in a nuanced, analytical, 

and insightful manner. I think Foster sets that framework nicely, and I believe reading this work will serve you 

well this year. I would like you to answer the following questions. They are due on the first day of school. Please type them and they should be 

answered in complete sentences. (Some answers may be slightly shorter and others slightly longer, but you do not 

need to write pages and pages in response here.) This is informal writing, so you may use “I” and answer the 

questions personally when appropriate. You DO NOT have to read Chapters 15, 16, 17, 18, 22, 23, 25, & 26.  

1. Introduction: What does Foster mean by a “language of reading” (xxv)? What three items does Foster say 

separate the “professional reader” apart from the crowd, and why are these so important in interpreting literature? 

2. Chapter 1: You have read a lot of stories about quests. What does Foster say the quest story is really about? 

What is a quest story you have read and enjoyed (other than those he mentions)? 3. Chapter 2: What is Foster 

trying to say about communion here? 4. Chapter 4: What does Foster mean when he claims, “there’s no such 

thing as a wholly original work of literature” (24)? Do you agree or disagree with his statements here? Consider 

how chapters 5, 6, and 8 contribute to this point. 5. Chapter 9: Explain how rain and snow are often paradoxical 

symbols (pages 71-73). 6. Chapter 10: What point does Foster make about the purpose of supporting characters in 

a story? 7. Chapter 12: What is Foster trying to say about the recognizing and defining symbols? Does he mean 

that there is no right and wrong answer as to what functions as a symbol and what it stands for? Explain. 8. 

Chapter 14: In this chapter Foster asserts the importance of recognizing and understanding Christian imagery. 

Why does he believe that you need to “put aside your belief system, at least for the period during which you 

read” (126-127)? Do you agree? Explain. 9. Chapters 19-20: In these chapters, Foster is trying to assert that the 

author makes deliberate choices about his or her setting, and readers should pay attention to these choices. What 

is a story that you have read where the geography or season greatly impacts the story? (Chapter 21: I don’t have a 

question for you here. Just keep in mind that the physical aspects of a character are also important and often 

symbolic.) 10. Chapter 24: Cliff Fadiman said, “When you reread a classic you do not see more in the book than 



you did before; you see more in you than there was before.” How does this quote clarify or relate to Foster’s 

assertions in chapter 24? (Chapter 27: I have also assigned this chapter, but I don’t have questions for you on this 

one.)  

 

11th Grade Advanced Placement Language — Required  

 

Neverwhere by Neil Gaiman  
ISBN:  978-0062459084 

    

Outliers by Malcolm Gladwell  
ISBN:  978-0316017930 

 
Ms. Osnoe will email project information. 


