
 

2019 Summer Reading Guides 

Rising Ninth Grade 

The following study guide and questions offer suggestions which should help you in your understanding of the 

Summer Reading selections. Plan to take some notes as you read so that, even if you read the books early in the 

summer, you will have some material to review before the test or essay on each book.  

Tips for reading all Summer Reading selections: 

1. Read the study guide questions before you begin reading the book, so you will know what to think about 

and look for while you are reading.  

2. Have a pen or pencil ready to jot down notes.   

3. Using a highlighter is good for marking the important passages and ideas in the book.  

4. Write notes and questions to yourself in the margins of the book.  

5. Look up meanings of words you do not know.  

6. Use an encyclopedia or atlas to help you think about the setting and context of the book.  

7. Read the front and back covers of the book and read the preface or introduction.  

8. Reread a passage or chapter if you need to.  

9. Discuss the book with others who are also reading it; discuss the study guide questions as well.  

10. Keep a list of the questions that you have as you read the book; write down the page numbers about 

which you have questions.  These questions may be asked the first day of the class in the fall.  

11. Think especially carefully about the ending of the book; it usually has enormous clues about the major 

themes or ideas of the book.  

12. Enjoy reading the book.  

 

Ninth Grade Ancient Civilization (College Preparatory & Honors) — 

Required  

You are required to write a book review on any book you read for credit on the summer reading. These book 

reviews are intended to serve two purposes: 1. To show that you have actually read the book and understood its 

contents. 2. To evaluate your writing and analytical skills. The summer assignments will help give a sense of 

the level of your writing skills; improving these skills will be a major focus of our class. Any good book review 

(both fiction and nonfiction) should be written as though the reader had not read the book in question. Hence, 

the reviewer must, as efficiently as possible, inform the reader about the general contents of the work:  Subject 

matter, including its time period, general organization of the material, structure of the argument, and so on.  

 

Book Options: 

Gates of Fire by Steven Pressfield (fiction) ISBN 978-0553580532 

Death Comes as the End by Agatha Christie (fiction) ISBN 978-0062074133 



Edible History of Humanity by Tom Stanbridge (nonfiction) ISBN 978-0802719911 

From the Holy Mountain by William Dalyrmple (nonfiction) ISBN 978-0307948892 

 

Book review for a work of Fiction (a novel):  

Fiction books have some flexibility in the format of their reviews; you might organize it as a traditional essay or 

use a format such as a letter to the reader, etc.  However you write, form paragraphs around ideas, and have a 

general organizing principle to your review, i.e. a thesis, introduction and conclusion. Your fiction review piece 

must include answers to the following questions:   

• What are some interesting/significant historical/cultural things you learned from this book? Be specific! 

This should be the focus of your paper.  

• You need to discuss the story line, but only minimally. In some novels the historical information is like 

part of the scenery, so do not tune it out but pay attention to it.  

• Be sure to discuss the historical matter on which the book is focusing as well as the additional historical 

information about that time period that appears in the background (things such as the themes mentioned 

above: technology, gender roles, etc.)   

• What historical questions were raised for you about this topic? What in the book inspired these 

questions? You need to come up with some questions. Having no questions is not an option.   

• How did you like the book overall? Would you recommend this book for next year’s summer reading 

list? Why or why not? Be specific. Saying you did not like the book will not negatively affect your 

grade. Please note: past students lost points when not focusing enough on the historical information in 

their fiction readings.  

 

Book review for a work of Nonfiction:  

These should be written in a more formal style.  This requires using a standard essay format for a basic essay 

(but not necessarily 5- paragraph) format.  You need an introduction paragraph with a thesis, body paragraphs 

with topic sentences and evidence, and a conclusion.  This essay should answer (with explanations as 

appropriate) the following questions. The answer to some of these questions are often in the introduction of the 

book, so don’t skim or skip that part!  

• What question is the author(s) trying to answer? (Why are they writing this book?)   

• Why do they think this question is important? (Why is it worth researching and writing a book about?)   

• What is the author’s thesis (that is, the answer to their question)? 

• What kind of evidence do they provide in trying to answer the question? Summarize as much as 

possible, but do not omit important evidence. 

• How convincing do you think they are in defending their thesis? Why do you think so?   

• Did the author have a specific audience in mind when writing? If so, did this affect their presentation? 

• What opinion(s) does the author hold towards this subject? Is it helpful or harmful to his or her purpose? 

  

• Are there other questions that you wish the author had answered? If so, what are they? If no questions 

were raised for you, say so.   

• Are there questions that were raised by this reading that you would like answered in the course? If so, 

what are they? What in the book inspired these questions? You need to come up with at least two 

questions.   

• How did you like the book overall? Would you recommend it for next year’s summer reading list? Why 

or why not? Be specific. Saying you did not like the book will not negatively affect your grade, just 

explain why!  

 

Format requirements 

Typed and double-spaced 

12 point Times New Roman font 

Page numbers 

1 inch margins 

 



I do not appreciate poorly written work and will return to you for resubmission (with penalties for lateness) any 

work that I deem to be poorly executed. Therefore I suggest that you form coherent and well thought-out 

paragraphs and proofread them for grammatical and spelling errors. This will be my first impression of you and 

it should be a good one! No title page or cover is necessary, but a name (yours) is and the title of the book 

should be underlined or italicized throughout your essay. Please note that just using a word processor’s spelling 

and grammar check is not sufficient in most cases. I advise having someone else check your book review for 

spelling, suitable vocabulary, grammar and coherence.   

 

Write your review yourself. It will not help you in later writing assignments or tests to have someone else write 

this first assignment, and a false first impression could make me think that your skills are worsening during the 

school year.  Do not collaborate (talk, Skype, email, Facebook, etc.) with your classmates about your 

assignment. This is meant to be an individual assignment. Any suspicious similarities between individuals could 

result in both parties receiving a “0”. 

 

Quotes from your actual book are not necessary unless you feel it would really help you make a point. If you 

do, please cite the page number parenthetically.  To do this assignment well you only need to use your head 

(and have read the book in its entirety).Other information is not necessary to complete this assignment, so do 

not feel the need to do research. However, if you do get ideas from somewhere else, give credit to the source 

instead of getting a “0‟ for plagiarism. Citations should be done in parentheses at the end of the sentence, with a 

full works cited page at the end if you use outside sources.  See specifications on MLA citations from websites 

such as Purdue University’s OWL writing lab. 

 

Ninth Grade English (College Preparatory) — Required  

 Of Mice and Men by John Steinbeck 

Two drifters in California during the Depression struggle to build a better life but see their dreams die when an 

unfortunate accident leads to death and sorrow.  

Answer these questions in writing, in ink or typed, by the first day of class, and make sure the responses 

are uniquely your own. 

 

I. For each of the following characters, identify a dream that each had and tell what happened to   

spoil that dream or make it impossible to fulfill: 

 

A. George and Lennie 

B. Curley 

C. Curley’s wife 

D. Candy 

E. Crooks 

 

II. Identify evidence of loneliness for any three characters. 

   

Ninth Grade English (Honors) — Required 

Lord of the Flies by William Golding 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1Dzx_HD3ON6GscEIimDT62Gk1SCiQIkLX/view 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1Dzx_HD3ON6GscEIimDT62Gk1SCiQIkLX/view

