
 

2019 Summer Reading Guides  

Rising Eighth Grade 

The following study guide and questions offer suggestions which should help you in your understanding of the 

Summer Reading selections. Plan to take some notes as you read so that, even if you read the books early in the 

summer, you will have some material to review before the test or essay on each book.  

Tips for reading all Summer Reading selections: 

1. Read the study guide questions before you begin reading the book so you will know what to think about 

and look for while you are reading.  

2. Have a pen or pencil ready to jot down notes.   

3. Using a highlighter is good for marking the important passages and ideas in the book.  

4. Write notes and questions to yourself in the margins of the book.  

5. Look up meanings of words you do not know.  

6. Use an encyclopedia or atlas to help you think about the setting and context of the book.  

7. Read the front and back covers of the book and read the preface or introduction.  

8. Reread a passage or chapter if you need to.  

9. Discuss the book with others who are also reading it; discuss the study guide questions as well.  

10. Keep a list of the questions that you have as you read the book; write down the page numbers about which 

you have questions.  These questions may be asked the first day of the class in the fall.  

11. Think especially carefully about the ending of the book; it usually has enormous clues about the major 

themes or ideas of the book.  

12. Enjoy reading the book.  

 

Eighth Grade World Geography - Required  

 Boy Who Harnessed the Wind by: William Kamkwamba 
ISBN:978-0147570426 

 

Part 1: Novel Analysis 

Directions: As you read the novel answer these questions in complete sentences.  

1. Could you imagine living without electricity? What would your life be like? Describe William's life and 

compare it to American teenagers and even your own. 

2. How did the villagers compensate for not having electricity, telephones, or most of the modern 

conveniences we take for granted? 

3. What is the role of magic in the story? What about education? Contrast the two. Is there room for both in a 

culture?  



4. What about education and religion? How do the two impact each other? How did William's religion 

influence his outlook? 

5. What did electricity and the creation of the windmill mean for William, his family, and his village? What 

might his accomplishment mean for the world? 

6. What motivates people like William to attempt the unthinkable? How would you describe him to someone 

who's never heard of his achievement? 

7. Compare William to his father and to his mother. How are they alike? How did his parents shape 

William's outlook? 

8. Malawi is an extremely poor nation. What are the causes of this poverty and what exacerbates it? How 

might these causes and influences be overcome? How has the West—think of organizations like the 

International Monetary Fund and the World Bank, run by Americans and Europeans—helped to contribute 

to nations like Malawi's troubles? 

9. William writes of the corruption, greed, nonexistent services, and lack of empathy that turned the drought 

into a disaster for average people like him and his family. Can you see any similarities with our own 

culture, both past and present? Think about the American Depression. How did that compare to Malawi's 

drought? 

10. William was desperate to stay in school but could not because of money. Think about American students. 

Why do you think with all the opportunities for schooling, students are disinterested in learning? In your 

opinion, what accounts for the differences between William and his American counterparts? 

11. Many Americans criticize public schools and some even question the need for them. Others argue that 

money doesn't matter when it comes to education. How does William's experience address our own 

debates on the subject? Think about his school, and compare it to American schools. Might William's life 

be different if he had access to education without having to pay? How so? 

12. What lessons did you take away from William's story? 

 

Part 2: Film to Movie Analysis 

Directions: Using Netflix.com watch the movie “The Boy Who Harnessed the Wind”. You will write a 2 page, 

Times New Roman, 12 point font response in which you compare how the story of William Kamkwamba was 

told in both formats. Your response should include the answers to the following questions: 

• Think about the setting of the book. Did the setting in the movie look like you had imagined it? If 

not, how was it different? 

• Think about the main character. How was he/she different than you had imagined? How was he/she 

the same? 

• Were there any changes in characters between the book and the movie? Why do you think the 

people who made the movie would leave out or add a character? 

• What parts were in the book but were not in the movie? Why do you think the people who made the 

movie left out those parts? 

• Were there any parts that were in the movie that were not in the book? Why do you think the people 

that made the movie added those parts? 

• Do you think the people who made the movie did a good job of portraying the book? Why or why 

not? 

• Which did you enjoy more: the book or the movie? Why? 

Eighth Grade English (College Preparatory) - Required  

  Summer Assignment: In addition to completing the three discussion questions for the book, please choose 

a character in your chosen book and complete ONE of the following projects: 

1. Create a smash book that reflects your character’s personality and life. Complete at least 5 

pages. (A smash book, unlike a tradition journal or scrapbook, encourages the user to add or 



manipulate the pages or images they use in non-traditional forms. See 

https://thecraftyblogstalker.com/the-start-of-smash-book/ ).  

2. Create an illustrated timeline (on posterboard). Illustrations need to be detailed and the 

timeline must include at least 10 scenes.  

 

The Seventh Most Important Thing by Shelley Pearsall  

Arthur T. Owens grabbed a brick and hurled it at the trash picker. Arthur had his reasons, and the brick hit the 

Junk Man in the arm, not the head. But none of that matters to the judge—he is ready to send Arthur to juvie 

forever. Amazingly, it’s the Junk Man himself who offers an alternative: 120 hours of community service . . . 

working for him. Arthur is given a rickety shopping cart and a list of the Seven Most Important Things: glass 

bottles, foil, cardboard, pieces of wood, lightbulbs, coffee cans, and mirrors. He can’t believe it—is he really 

supposed to rummage through people’s trash? But it isn’t long before Arthur realizes there’s more to the Junk 

Man than meets the eye, and the “trash” he’s collecting is being transformed into something more precious than 

anyone could imagine. . . . 

  

Inspired by the work of folk artist James Hampton, Shelley Pearsall has crafted an affecting and redemptive novel 

about discovering what shines within us all, even when life seems full of darkness. 

Discussion Questions: Please complete these and bring them to class by the end of the first week of school.  

 

1. What is the difference between retribution and rehabilitation? Which do you think is a better punishment? 

Why?  

2. Hampton took broken things in Guam after his first vision to create something beautiful from them. How 

is this a bigger life lesson? Why do you think so? 

3. Hampton says that hell is easy to create but creating heaven takes a lifetime. What does he mean? Do you 

agree with the museum people that the throne — and heaven — reflect us? Why?  

 

Eighth Grade English (Honors) - Required   

Murder on the Orient Express: A Hercule Poirot Mystery by Agatha Christie  

Agatha Christie, the acknowledged mistress of suspense—creator of indomitable sleuth Miss Marple, meticulous 

Belgian detective Hercule Poirot, and so many other unforgettable characters—brings her entire oeuvre of 

ingenious whodunits, locked room mysteries, and perplexing puzzles to Harper Paperbacks…including Murder 

on the Orient Express, the most famous Hercule Poirot mystery, which has the brilliant detective hunting for a 

killer aboard one of the world’s most luxurious passenger trains. 

 
*I am aware there is a recent movie of this book. I would not, however, recommend relying on it as the film changes MANY significant 

plot points. (Also, Poirot’s mustache is completely wrong for the character.)  
 

Summer Assignment: In addition to completing the three discussion questions for the book, please choose a 

character in your chosen book and complete ONE of the following projects: 

1. Create a smash book that reflects your character’s personality and life. Complete at least 5 

pages. (A smash book, unlike a tradition journal or scrapbook, encourages the user to add or 

manipulate the pages or images they use in non-traditional forms. See 

https://thecraftyblogstalker.com/the-start-of-smash-book/ ).  

2. Create an illustrated timeline (on posterboard). Illustrations need to be detailed and the 

timeline must include at least 10 scenes.  

 

Discussion Questions: Please complete these and bring them to class by the end of the first week of school:  

 

 

https://thecraftyblogstalker.com/the-start-of-smash-book/
https://thecraftyblogstalker.com/the-start-of-smash-book/


1. When questioned about her role in obstructing Poirot’s investigation, one character responds: “In 

this case I consider that justice—strict justice—has been done” (229). What is the difference 

between revenge and justice? Is there one?  

2. The story is set on a train. Does the setting have any meaning or symbolism? What impact does the 

setting have on the story? 

3. One of the early assumptions that Dr. Constantine and M. Bouc make about the murderer is that it 

must have been either a woman or the Italian. Why do they draw these conclusions? What 

stereotypes cause them to leap to these conclusions?  

 


