
 

2019 Summer Reading Guides 

Rising Eleventh Grade 

The following study guide and questions offer suggestions which should help you in your understanding of the 

Summer Reading selections. Plan to take some notes as you read so that, even if you read the books early in the 

summer, you will have some material to review before the test or essay on each book.  

Tips for reading all Summer Reading selections: 

1. Read the study guide questions before you begin reading the book, so you will know what to think about 

and look for while you are reading.  

2. Have a pen or pencil ready to jot down notes.   

3. Using a highlighter is good for marking the important passages and ideas in the book.  

4. Write notes and questions to yourself in the margins of the book.  

5. Look up meanings of words you do not know.  

6. Use an encyclopedia or atlas to help you think about the setting and context of the book.  

7. Read the front and back covers of the book and read the preface or introduction.  

8. Reread a passage or chapter if you need to.  

9. Discuss the book with others who are also reading it; discuss the study guide questions as well.  

10. Keep a list of the questions that you have as you read the book; write down the page numbers about which 

you have questions.  These questions may be asked the first day of the class in the fall.  

11. Think especially carefully about the ending of the book; it usually has enormous clues about the major 

themes or ideas of the book.  

12. Enjoy reading the book.  

            

Eleventh Grade United States History (College Preparatory) — Required 

This reading assignments will be due on Monday, August 26.  We will discuss them in class on that day, and 

this will be the first grade in your test/paper grade category.  They will take you a substantial amount of 

time to complete, so start well in advance! 

Read Book 1 of the March graphic novel trilogy by John Lewis, Andrew Aydin, and Nate Powell, then 

answer the questions below. ISBN 1 978-1603093002 

March powerfully recounts the experiences of civil rights icon, John Lewis, from his childhood in rural Alabama 

into youth and adulthood, as he develops a lifelong commitment to civil and human rights. The graphic novel 

trilogy is written by John Lewis and Andrew Aydin and illustrated by acclaimed artist Nate Powell. Dedicated “to 

the past and future children of the movement,” the series documents Lewis’s first-hand account of the African 

American Civil Rights Movement, while illuminating the broader struggle for racial equality and justice in the U.S. 

March has received numerous awards, including the National Book Award for Young People’s Literature. 



Book 1 of the trilogy focuses on Lewis’s early evolution from student into activist during the 1950s.  Book 2 

covers the years from 1960-1963, which include Lewis’s growing role with the Student Nonviolent Coordinating 

Committee and SNCC’s growing internal conflicts over tactics and strategies for the civil rights movement.  Book 

3 begins with a bombing in 1963 and continues to the voting rights campaigns in Selma, Alabama and the Voting 

Rights Act of 1965. 

As you read, you will be confronting issues such as violence and racism that have the potential to generate 

powerful and emotional responses.  Some of the characters use language or commit to actions that you will 

struggle with.  Note your own reactions as you read, and when we discuss in class make sure to be respectful of 

others’ reactions. 

If you feel you need more background information to fully understand the topics depicted in the book, you may 

wish to view one of the overview videos from John Green’s Crash Course or peruse the websites on the Civil 

Rights Movement hosted by the Gilder Lehrman Center or materials from the National Museum of African 

American Culture. 

Discussion questions for Book 1- answer each with a paragraph of at least 4-6 sentences. 

• Why do you think that John Lewis decided to tell his story through a graphic novel?  What are the benefits 

and the constraints of using this format to convey history? 
• What were the key turning points in this book?  What made those points so important as a shift in the story- 

perhaps it marked a change in tactics, a change in support, a rise of new leadership, etc? 
• In what ways does March show civil rights leaders disagreeing over how best to proceed? 
• One of the most important elements in public perceptions of protest movements is whether or not people 

agree with or accept their methods as legitimate ways to change the laws or social practices. 

  -Question 1: Most Americans in the 1960s did not fully accept the civil rights movement. In what ways 

would the civil rights movement seem to be a threat or an illegitimate form of protest for those Americans? 

 (Hint- look beyond just racial prejudice to social, economic, religious, gendered, or political norms) 

  -Question 2: How does nonviolent resistance as espoused by Gandhi, King, and Lawson (pp. 76–77) work 

to bring about social change, and how does it compare to other methods? Contrast the violence which 

opens the book with the emphasis on the “peaceful transition to power” in the 2009 television’s broadcast 

(p. 14) and the similarly peaceful, largely silent pages (pp. 10-12) that precede it. What is the historical 

message implied by this contrast? 
• In what ways do Lewis’s religious background and values influence his approach to the struggle for civil 

rights as well as the movement as a whole (e.g., pp. 8, 27–28, 56, 104)? Do you feel that love of one’s 

attacker is a requirement for effective nonviolent resistance (p.82), and are there any signs of it in the book 

(p. 95)? 
• What does Lewis mean by the title “March”? How might it mean more than one thing? 

 

Eleventh Grade United States History (Advanced Placement) — Required 

These reading assignments will be due on Monday, August 26.  We will discuss them in class on that day, 

and this will be the first grade in your test/paper grade category.  They will take you a substantial amount of 

time to complete, so start well in advance! 

1. Read the first 3 chapters of your textbook The American Pageant by David Kennedy and Lizabeth Cohen 

(Be sure you are using AP Edition 16th Edition) ISBN 3 978-1603094023 

Take notes on the first three chapters.  You can take notes in the format you like best, whether that is in an outline, 

a structured list, Cornell notes, or something else, but make sure to note key events, people, and the ideas that 

connect them or make them important.  You want to be able to review these in the future instead of having to re-



read the whole chapter.  Make sure to have at least a full page of notes for each chapter.  We’ll compare styles, 

depth, and usefulness to help you evolve the most useful strategy for you in your weekly reading. 

Second, write five IDs for each chapter.  Pick five of the Key Terms at the end of each chapter.  For each, write a 

3-4 sentence short paragraph that a) in 1-2 sentences gives information on *what* the term was or did, with 

specifics, then b) in 1-2 sentences gives information on *why that matters* such as how it changed something or 

how it fit a larger pattern.  This is practice for your SAQs and helps you connect specific things to larger themes. 

2. Get to be friends with Daniel Jocz and/or John Green, who have created series of study/review videos for 

AP US History students.   

Green’s Crash Course video series is a good series that follows the overall contours of the AP exam, and he has a 

great sense of humor to help review be fun.  The first three videos mostly correspond to our first three chapters, 

starting with this one 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=6E9WU9TGrec&index=2&t=0s&list=PL8dPuuaLjXtMwmepBjTSG593eG7O

bzO7s  

Jocz’s series is a recap closely following the textbook we will be using.  You can watch the first 3 videos to help 

you gain a greater insight into these 3 chapters.  https://www.youtube.com/playlist?list=PL-69ThEyf7-

A8PgWRxaH3Qi3dD_ZUu2BF 

 

3. Read Book 3 of the March graphic novel trilogy by John Lewis, Andrew Aydin, and Nate Powell, then 

answer the questions below. 

March powerfully recounts the experiences of civil rights icon, John Lewis, from his childhood in rural Alabama 

into youth and adulthood, as he develops a lifelong commitment to civil and human rights. The graphic novel 

trilogy is written by John Lewis and Andrew Aydin and illustrated by acclaimed artist Nate Powell. Dedicated “to 

the past and future children of the movement,” the series documents Lewis’s first-hand account of the African 

American Civil Rights Movement, while illuminating the broader struggle for racial equality and justice in the U.S. 

March has received numerous awards, including the National Book Award for Young People’s Literature. 

Book 1 of the trilogy focuses on Lewis’s early evolution from student into activist during the 1950s.  Book 2 

covers the years from 1960-1963, which include Lewis’s growing role with the Student Nonviolent Coordinating 

Committee and SNCC’s growing internal conflicts over tactics and strategies for the civil rights movement.  Book 

3 begins with a bombing in 1963 and continues to the voting rights campaigns in Selma, Alabama and the Voting 

Rights Act of 1965. 

As you read, you will be confronting issues such as violence and racism that have the potential to generate 

powerful and emotional responses.  Some of the characters use language or commit to actions that you will 

struggle with.  Note your own reactions as you read, and when we discuss in class make sure to be respectful of 

others’ reactions. 

If you feel you need more background information to fully understand the topics depicted in the book, you may 

wish to view one of the overview videos from John Green’s Crash Course or peruse the websites on the Civil 

Rights Movement hosted by the Gilder Lehrman Center or materials from the National Museum of African 

American Culture. 

Discussion questions for Book 3- answer each with a paragraph of 4-6 sentences. 

• Why do you think that John Lewis decided to tell his story through a graphic novel?  What are the benefits 

and the constraints of using this format to convey history? 
• What were the key turning points in this book?  What made those points so important as a shift in the story- 

perhaps it marked a change in tactics, a change in support, a rise of new leadership, etc? 
• In what ways does March show civil rights leaders disagreeing over how best to proceed? 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=6E9WU9TGrec&index=2&t=0s&list=PL8dPuuaLjXtMwmepBjTSG593eG7ObzO7s
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=6E9WU9TGrec&index=2&t=0s&list=PL8dPuuaLjXtMwmepBjTSG593eG7ObzO7s
https://www.youtube.com/playlist?list=PL-69ThEyf7-A8PgWRxaH3Qi3dD_ZUu2BF
https://www.youtube.com/playlist?list=PL-69ThEyf7-A8PgWRxaH3Qi3dD_ZUu2BF
https://www.youtube.com/playlist?list=PL-69ThEyf7-A8PgWRxaH3Qi3dD_ZUu2BF
https://www.youtube.com/playlist?list=PL-69ThEyf7-A8PgWRxaH3Qi3dD_ZUu2BF


• One of the most important elements in public perceptions of protest movements is whether or not people 

agree with or accept their methods as legitimate ways to change the laws or social practices. 

  -Question 1: Most Americans in the 1960s did not fully accept the civil rights movement. In what ways 

would the civil rights movement seem to be a threat or an illegitimate form of protest for those Americans? 

 (Hint- look beyond just racial prejudice to social, economic, religious, gendered, or political norms) 

  -Question 2: what are the most effective forms of protest for the civil rights movement?  Why? 
• What does Lewis mean by the title “March”? How might it mean more than one thing? 

 

Eleventh Grade English (College Preparatory and Honors) — Required  

The Immortal Life of Henrietta Lacks by Rebecca Skloot 
 

 There is no study guide for The Immortal Life of Henrietta Lacks. It will be discussed in class. 

 

11th Grade English (Advanced Placement Language) — Required  

Neverwhere by Neil Gaiman 
 

Ms. Osnoe will email project information. 

 

Dracula by Bram Stoker 

Ms. Osnoe will email project information. 


