
 

2018 Summer Reading Guides 

Rising Ninth Grade 

The following study guide and questions offer suggestions which should help you in your understanding of the 

Summer Reading selections. Plan to take some notes as you read so that, even if you read the books early in the 

summer, you will have some material to review before the test or essay on each book. These study questions are 

not meant to be comprehensive; they simply provide you with some direction as you read. Using ONLY online 

Spark Notes will NOT serve you well; they are merely a superficial approach to a book. 

Note:  ISBN #’s may vary 

Tips for reading all Summer Reading selections: 

1. Read the study guide questions before you begin reading the book, so you will know what to think about 

and look for while you are reading.  

2. Have a pen or pencil ready to jot down notes.   

3. Using a highlighter is good for marking the important passages and ideas in the book.  

4. Write notes and questions to yourself in the margins of the book.  

5. Use a dictionary to look up meanings of words you do not know.  

6. Use an encyclopedia or atlas to help you think about the setting and context of the book.  

7. Read the front and back covers of the book and read the preface or introduction.  

8. Reread a passage or chapter if you need to.  

9. Discuss the book with others who are also reading it; discuss the study guide questions as well.  

10. Keep a list of the questions that you have as you read the book; write down the page numbers about 

which you have questions.  These questions may be asked the first day of the class in the fall.  

11. Think especially carefully about the ending of the book; it usually has enormous clues about the major 

themes or ideas of the book.  

12. Enjoy reading the book.  

CP  =  College Preparatory 

H    =  Honor level coursework 

AP  =  Advanced Placement coursework                      

 

U. S. Government (College Preparatory) — Required  

12 Angry Men play by Reginald Rose and The Constitution of the United States (Both are 

required-Constitution can be found in your textbook or online) 



In this classic 1950s play, a group of jurors have to decide whether a young man on trial has committed 

murder.  Tensions soon flare, and the verdict turns out to not be as clear-cut as expected.   

 

Read the text of the play and then write or type short responses (4-6 sentences) to each of the following 

questions.  You will submit these on the first day of class. 

1.  A jury trial is a right guaranteed by Article III of the US Constitution.  Why do you think the framers of 

the Constitution felt it was necessary to guarantee?  What are the benefits of a jury system? 

2. Within the US criminal justice system, a defendant on trial is presumed to be innocent until proven 

guilty.  How does this play demonstrate the importance of that concept? 

3. Jurors are supposed to impartially judge the evidence according to its legal merit.  What additional 

factors influenced the jurors in this play- what about their experiences, attitudes, or prejudices affected 

their implementation of justice? 

4. Serving on a jury when summoned is a civic duty required of US citizens.  What are some of the other 

things citizens are required to do, and why do you think they are required parts of belonging to a nation? 

5. Note the title is “Men”: this play was written in 1954, when in many states women and racial minorities 

were either de jure (by law) or de facto (unofficially, but effectively) excluded from serving on juries.  

How do you think this fact would affect the operation of the principles of “jury of your peers”, “innocent 

until proven guilty”, or impartiality discussed above? 

6. For a defendant, do you think the benefits of a jury trial outweigh its potential detriments? 

7. Imagine you are assigned to update this play to reflect the culture, technology, and political issues 

current to 2018.  How would your version look different, and what would you keep from the original? 

 

After reading, you may wish to watch one of the film or stage versions produced over the years- I still love the 

old 1957 version starring Harry Fonda.  

 

 

 

US Constitution 

Read through the text of the original Constitution and the Amendments, then answer the following questions.  

Length is specified for longer responses. 

 

Preamble 

The Constitution begins by declaring a number of big goals or promises, such as establishing justice or ensuring 

domestic tranquility.  Pick one of those clauses and in 2-3 sentences try to explain further what that term means. 

 

Article I 

List 8 of the powers granted to the US Congress 

 

 

Article II 

List 3 of the powers granted to the President 

 

 

Amendments 

List 5 of the ways various Amendments change the operation of parts of the original Constitution 

 

 

 

Extension Question 

Write a long paragraph (6 or more sentences) providing your response to the following question: 



The U.S. Constitution is the oldest national Constitution still in use. Since 1787, many other nations have 

written constitutions, only to see them fail. What are some of the strengths of the U.S. Constitution that has 

allowed it to survive the test of time? 

 

U. S. Government (Honors) — Both are required  

 

Unwind by Neal Shusterman 

 
In a not-too-distant future, teens Connor, Risa, and Lev are on the run for their lives. Following the Second 

Civil War between pro-choice and pro-life forces, the United States now allows parents to “unwind” their 

unwanted and difficult kids between the ages of thirteen and eighteen, disassembling them and using their parts 

to cure others.  The three protagonists refuse to be unwound, fleeing to find shelter until they are adults. 
 

Write short responses (4-6 sentences) for each of these questions: 

 

1. The government in this society uses different euphemisms (unwind, living in a divided state, harvest camp) to 

describe their actions.  Why do you think a government would use these terms? 

2. The government and families in this society justify unwinding children with a range of rationales, including a 

scarcity of resources and the medical benefits to those who need new parts.  How does this justification in the 

book illustrate a classic problem in politics, balancing the needs of the community against the rights of an 

individual? 

3. Is there a moral difference between “storking” and “unwinding”? 

4. In Chapter 8, two nurses have a long-standing argument.  One claims “You can’t change laws without first 

changing human nature.”  The other responds “You can’t change human nature without first changing the law.”  

Which would you argue is more accurate? 

5. Unwind deliberately touches on political issues in contemporary American society, such as fights over the power 

of government, medical ethics, or pro-life vs. pro-choice.  Choosing one of these topics or another you pick out on 

your own, describe how the novel tries to turn one of the common American political debates on its head. 

6. Children between thirteen and eighteen are liable to be unwound because they are not yet legally adults; their 

parents, guardians, or the state control their legal rights.  With the experiences of Connor, Risa, and Lev in mind, 

would you argue that the the legal age of adulthood in today’s United States (18) should be changed?  Why? 

 

 

Lord of the Flies by William Golding  
 

Trapped on an island without adult supervision, a group of British school children, attempt to create a society 

of their own.  As time goes on and human nature takes control, the order and peace of the island is shattered by 

chaos and violence. 
 

Write short responses (4-6 sentences) for each of these questions: 

 

1. While most of the boys begin their time on the island as Ralph’s allies, seeking order, peace and 

democracy, by the end of the story most have allied with Jack and his philosophy.  Why is this? Which 

is more attractive, Jack’s ideas or his personality? 

2. While Ralph, Simon and Piggy can be painted in broad strokes as the “good” characters, they all have 

very different motivations for their actions.  Why do these characters do “good” deeds, and does that 

matter? 

3. Much of the novel is about power – how it is achieved, used and abused.  What types of power do you 

see in the novel?  Which is most effective to organize the boys’ society? 



4. At first the boys think that they can build a perfect society, one without grown-ups and their problems, 

and yet their utopia completely falls apart by the end.  What does the author seem to be saying about 

human nature and the nature of all governments? 

 

Comparisons 

Write a slightly longer answer (6-8 sentences) to each of these questions 

1. Unwind and Lord of the Flies both demonstrate the perils inherent in giving power to the government, 

but also in giving it to the people.  Based on the books, where does power work best? What moments in 

the books justify this view?  What happens when too much power is given to one side? 

2. In the worlds of Unwind and Lord of the Flies, our focus is often times on the rebellious characters – 

those that are fighting the authorities – but not all of those rebels are clearly heroic figures.  The 

Clappers, for instance, rebel against the system but do so as mass-murdering terrorists.  Do the books 

present any way of determining the “right way” or the “right time” to rebel against authority? 

3. As Lord Acton once said “Power corrupts and absolute power corrupts absolutely.”  How does this 

quote apply to the two books?  What lessons can be learned from this concept and from these books? 

 

Ninth Grade English (College Preparatory) — Required  

 Of Mice and Men by John Steinbeck 

Two drifters in California during the Depression struggle to build a better life but see their dreams die when an 

unfortunate accident leads to death and sorrow.  

Answer these questions in writing, in ink or typed, by the first day of class, and make sure the responses 

are uniquely your own. 

 

I. For each of the following characters, identify a dream that each had and tell what happened to   

spoil that dream or make it impossible to fulfill: 

 

A. George and Lennie 

B. Curley 

C. Curley’s wife 

D. Candy 

E. Crooks 

 

II. Identify evidence of loneliness for any three characters. 

   

Ninth Grade English (Honors) — Required 

Lord of the Flies by William Golding 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1Dzx_HD3ON6GscEIimDT62Gk1SCiQIkLX/view 

 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1Dzx_HD3ON6GscEIimDT62Gk1SCiQIkLX/view

