
 

2018 Summer Reading Guides 

Rising Seventh Grade 

The following study guide and questions offer suggestions which should help you in your understanding of the 

Summer Reading selections. Plan to take some notes as you read so that, even if you read the books early in the 

summer, you will have some material to review before the test or essay on each book. These study questions are 

not meant to be comprehensive; they simply provide you with some direction as you read. Using ONLY online 

Spark Notes will NOT serve you well; they are merely a superficial approach to a book. 

Note:  ISBN #’s may vary 

Tips for reading all Summer Reading selections: 

1. Read the study guide questions before you begin reading the book so you will know what to think about 

and look for while you are reading.  

2. Have a pen or pencil ready to jot down notes.   

3. Using a highlighter is good for marking the important passages and ideas in the book.  

4. Write notes and questions to yourself in the margins of the book.  

5. Use a dictionary to look up meanings of words you do not know.  

6. Use an encyclopedia or atlas to help you think about the setting and context of the book.  

7. Read the front and back covers of the book and read the preface or introduction.  

8. Reread a passage or chapter if you need to.  

9. Discuss the book with others who are also reading it; discuss the study guide questions as well.  

10. Keep a list of the questions that you have as you read the book; write down the page numbers about 

which you have questions.  These questions may be asked the first day of the class in the fall.  

11. Think especially carefully about the ending of the book; it usually has enormous clues about the major 

themes or ideas of the book.  

12. Enjoy reading the book.  

North Carolina History — Choose One  

Serafina and the Black Cloak by Robert Beatty 

 
With the Biltmore Estate as the background, this story centers around young Serafina, a girl who has been 

secretly been living in the basement of the Biltmore mansion with her father. She discovers there is an evil man 

in a black cloak who is stalking the Biltmore Estate taking children. She and a new friend seek to discover the 

truth of what is happening and return the children home.  

Directions: Answer in complete sentences and paragraphs. 

 

1. Where do Serafina and her father live? What is her father’s job? 

2. What happens to the little girl? What do we learn her name is? 



3. What is Serafina’s back story? 

4. What happens to Braeden and Serafina in the woods? 

5. What did Serafina find in the woods? How did she find her way home? 

6. What did Mr. Thorne call Mr. Rostonov and why was that unusual? 

7. Describe Serafina’s theory about who the Black Cloak man is and her evidence. 

8. What was Serafina’s plan to get the Black Cloak Man? Who did it turn out to be? 

9. What happened with the lioness and after in the clearing? What happened when the cloak was 

destroyed? 

10. What did Serafina find out about her mother? 

11. What happened to Serafina in the end? 

 

The Weirdo by Theodore Taylor 

“They call Chip Clewt, a bear tracker, The Weirdo. But no one knows much about him- only that he lives in the 

eerie swamp where Samantha Sanders found a body and where she saw another body get dumped. Finally, she 

meets The Weirdo, sees his scarred face, looks into his tortured soul, and becomes his friend. Together, they 

begin the nightmare search for the killer who has stalked innocent victims through the murky waters and 

dangerous marshes of the swamp.”  (From back cover) 

 

1. Explain the significance of the title. Do you think this is an appropriate title? Why or why not? If not, 

what do you think would be a better title? 

 

2. See what facts you can find about the author Theodore Taylor. What are his connections to North 

Carolina? What is his most well-known book?  

 

3. What do you think is the author’s purpose in writing this book?  

 

4. Explain in detail the setting (location, time frame, etc.) 

 

5. Identify the major characters (both human and animals). With which character did you most relate? 

Why? 

 

6. Aside from Chip’s appearance, what makes him different from the other locals? 

 

7. How does Sam’s discovery of Alvin Howell’s body continue to affect her life? 

 

8. How do Henry and the other bears behave in ways that are similar to how humans behave? 

 

9. The swamp is a misunderstood landscape. What surprising facts about swamps did you learn from this 

story? 

 

10. What is revealed through Sam’s hypnotism that she hadn’t remembered previously? Why is that 

information important? 

 

11. Sam feels torn between her loyalty to her father and her belief in Chip’s ideals. What would you do if 

you were in her place? 

 

12. Both the environmentalists and the hunters have valid points in their battle over the Powhatan. Explain 

how each side supports its perspective. 

 



13. Explain why you would or would not recommend this book to a friend. 

 

Seventh Grade English (College Preparatory)—Choose 1 

 

The Lightning Thief: Percy Jackson and the Olympians by Rick Riordan 

A New York Times Notable Book of 2005 and a School Library Journal Best Book of the Year, this light-hearted 

fantasy is about gods of Mount Olympus and mythological monsters  that seem to be stepping from his Greek 

mythology textbooks into Percy Jackson’s life. Now Percy finds himself on a quest to solve mysteries involving 

power and treachery.  

(If you would like to use them, additional study guide questions for each of the twenty-two chapters can be 

found on the author’s website: http://www.rickriordan.com/index.php/books-for-children/a-teachers-guide-to-

percy/.  Click on “The Lightning Thief: A Teacher’s Guide” and scroll down to questions listed under “as you 

read.” Riordan’s site also contains maps of the novel’s setting and charts identifying the mythological 

gods/goddesses mentioned in the story.) 

Before you begin reading, define myth. 

1. How old is Percy Jackson? Describe what type of school he attends. Percy’s dyslexia prevents him 

from understanding English well, yet he somehow understands ancient Greek. How is his puzzling 

condition an example of foreshadowing? 

2. What is Percy's relationship with his mother? Explain the lengths that she undertakes to keep  him 

safe.  

 

3.  Who is Grover? What is Percy’s first impression of him at Yancy Academy? What shocking 

discovery does Percy make about him? What is Grover’s mission? Who or what is Mr. Brunner? 

 

4. Name and describe the appearance of the cabins at the camp. Why is it called Camp Half Blood? 

What does Percy discover about the Greek gods at Camp Half Blood? What is their connection with the 

camp? Who are Percy’s friends at camp? What happens when Percy submerges in water? What 

discovery does this foreshadow? 

 

5. What surprising accusation against Percy does Chiron make? Why does Percy agree to go on the 

quest? What part of the Oracle’s prophecy bothered Percy? To what location does the boy’s quest lead 

him? 
 

6.  What clues do Percy and his friends have that all is not right with "Auntie Em”? Why do you think 

they overlook them? 

7.  What does Percy's fight with Echidna reveal about his character? What new things does he discover 

about himself?  

8. The god, Ares, says he loves America. He calls it "the best place since Sparta." What does he mean? 

Do you agree with his assessment of America? Why? Why not?  

http://www.rickriordan.com/index.php/books-for-children/a-teachers-guide-to-percy/
http://www.rickriordan.com/index.php/books-for-children/a-teachers-guide-to-percy/


9. At the Lotus Casino, Percy realizes that unless he gets out quickly, he will "...stay here, happy 

forever, playing games forever, and soon I'd forget my mom, and my quest, and maybe my own name. 

..” What critique is the author offering of modern life? Do you agree with it?  

10.  When describing the effects of Mist, Chiron says, "Remarkable, really, the lengths humans will go 

to fit things into their version of reality." How is this true in the novel? In Greek mythology? 

11. Who is Percy’s father? When Percy finally meets him, his father seems distant and hard to read. 

Percy says that he is actually glad about this. "If he'd tried to apologize, or told me he loved me, or even 

smiled-that would have felt fake. Like a human dad, making some lame excuse for not being around." 

Do you agree with Percy? 

12. How does the last line of the prophecy-you shall fail to save what matters most in the end-come 

true? What do you think of this ending? Did Percy make the right choice?  

13. Throughout the story, Percy is troubled by frightening dreams. In what ways do those dreams 

increase the tension in the story? Is their menace completely resolved by the end of the story?  

14.  After her return from the quest, Annabeth resolves to try again to live with her father and her 

stepfamily. Do you think they will all get along better now? Why? Why not? What do you predict will 

happen?  

15. In the end of the book, do you sympathize at all with Luke's feelings of betrayal? Is there anything 

you can relate to about his point of view?  

16. Percy's learning difficulties become strengths in a different context. What “attention problems” 

allow him to be aware of all sides of attack during a battle? 

17. Mythological heroes are often the special children of gods and usually have some supernatural and 

superhuman abilities. Often the hero goes on a journey, usually in search of something. The hero sets out 

to reach a goal, answer a question, fulfill a desire, keep a promise, or solve a problem. Along the way 

the hero is tested and often suffers; however, by meeting challenges, the hero usually triumphs. The 

mythological hero is often fortunate enough to have the help and advice of a supernatural being, but the 

main reasons for the true hero’s success are personal strength, courage, nobility, and leadership. Explain 

with examples whether Percy is a mythological hero based on these traits.  

 

Phoenix Rising by Karen Hesse 

Thirteen-year-old Nyle learns about relationships and death when 15-year-old Ezra, who was exposed to 

radiation leaked from a nearby nuclear plant, comes to stay at her grandmother’s Vermont farmhouse.  

1. What is the setting (e.g. year, city, state, season)? 

2. Who is the narrator (person who tells the story) of the novel? 

3. Who do you think the major characters (characters with well-developed, complex personalities) are? 

Who are the minor characters (less well-developed, simpler characters)? 

4. Describe Nyle’s and Ezra’s personality traits (adjectives that describe their personality). Give an 

example of Nyle’s and Ezra’s actions to illustrate each trait.  



5. List the major events in the plot in the order that they happen.  

6. How do the events that happen affect the characters’ personalities? Do any characters change? How? 

Why? 

7. What main internal conflict (struggle that takes place within a characters own mind) does Nyle have? 

8. Identify any external conflict (a character’s struggle with an outside force, such as nature, society, 

fate, or another person) in the novel. What is the outcome of each conflict? 

9. What is the climax (the point of our highest interest and greatest emotional involvement) in this book? 

After the climax we know how the story’s problems will be solved.  

10. Define phoenix. From where does the title come? Does it point to a possible theme (the author’s 

message about life)? If a character learns a lesson about life, that lesson might be the theme.  

11. Is there hope at the end of the story? 

 

Seventh Grade English (Honors) — Choose 1 

 

Banner in the Sky by James Ramsey Ullman 

A Newberry Award book, this novel follows sixteen-year-old Rudi Matt's goal to complete the quest that 

claimed his father's life--to climb to the top of the Citadel.    

1. Identify the setting (country, city, year). 

2. How does Rudi's life intersect with Captain Winter's? 

3. Explain Rudi's inner conflict and how it relates to his mother’s and uncle’s plan for his future. 

4. Who is Emil Saxo? 

5. In what way is Teo Zurbriggen important in Rudi's life? 

6. What early lesson did Rudi learn when he joined his uncle and Captain Winter on their trek up the 

Wunderhorn? 

7. Explain the rivalry between the climbers.  

8. When Rudi was presumed lost, and then returned, what information did he share with the awed 

climbers? 

9. Did all of the mountain climbers reach their goal?  

10. Explain how Rudi's actions and those of his late father's are similar.  

11. What is "the banner in the sky"?  



Dicey’s Song by Cynthia Voigt 

This fiction focuses on the thirteen-year-old protagonist, Dicey, who struggles to find love, acceptance, and 

security. A Newbery Medal Winner, the novel is the second in a series about the Tillerman children, Dicey, 

James, Maybeth, and Sammy. A sequel to Homecoming—the story of the Tillerman children's journey, from a 

shopping center parking lot in Massachusetts where their emotionally distraught mother left them, to their 

grandmother's home on the Maryland shores of the Chesapeake Bay— Dicey's Song tells of their adjustment to 

a new life with their grandmother whom they have just met.  Girls, if you like this book, you may also want to 

read the sequel, A Solitary Blue, which explains Jeff Green’s story in which he is the main character. 

 

1.  Describe the positive aspects about Gram’s rundown farm that Dicey particularly likes. 

 

2.  Where does Dicey work? Why? 

 

3.  Explain the role of pride in Dicey’s and Gram’s personalities. 

 

4.  How is Gram’s entering the children’s names in her bible an example of foreshadowing? 

 

5.  Describe Gram’s physical appearance and her personality of “sharp corners and unexpected turns.”     

     Over time how do the children change Gram? How does she change them? What do they learn about  

     her? What does Gram learn about each one of her grandchildren? 

 

6.  Explain Dicey’s English writing assignment’s effect on Dicey, Mina, and Gram. 

 

7.  Detail the conflicts in Sammy’s, James’, and Maybeth’s lives.  How do their situations improve? 

 

8.   In what ways are Mina Smith’s and Jeff Green’s friendships important to the evolution of Dicey’s  

      personality? 

 

9.   Why is Thanksgiving a bittersweet time for Dicey? 

 

10.  How is Gram’s and Dicey’s trip to Boston a time of “reaching out” and “letting go”?  

 

11.  How are the mulberry tree and the sailboat symbols of Dicey’s changing life? 

 

12. At one point Gram tells Dicey that “Life is a hard business…I don’t want you making the mistake of  

thinking life isn’t going to be hard.”  What were Dicey’s hard experiences already?  In what  

ways has Gram’s life been difficult? How does Gram prepare Dicey for the future? 

 

13. Chapter 1 began “AND THEY LIVED HAPPILY EVER AFTER. Not the Tillermans, Dicey 

thought. That wasn’t the way things went for the Tillermans, ever.”  Were Dicey’s thoughts the same at 

the end of Chapter 12? Explain. 

 

13.  From whose point of view is the story told? Why is this effective for the book? 

 

14.  What do you think is the climax (turning point) of the story? 

 

15. What is the meaning of the novel’s title? 

 

 



A Solitary Blue by Cynthia Voigt 

No man is an island, but Jeff Green is trying hard. This is a Newberry Award book about Jeff Green, who 

changed after his mother moved out. Then, years later, his mother invited him to visit her, and Jeff learned the 

truth. This sequel is the third companion novel in the Tillerman family saga. If you enjoy the story, you might 

want to read Voigt's earlier books in the series delving into the lives of the Tillerman children: Homecoming#1 

and Dicey's Song #2.   

1. Identify the different cities where the action takes place during the course of the novel. 

2. When Jeff's mother first moves out, how does the boy feel about his father? What is their daily 

routine?  What is Jeff's inner conflict? 

3. What are Jeff's memories of his mother?  How are his mother's and father's personalities different? 

4. Where does Jeff attend school? What are his feelings about his classmates? teachers? schoolwork? 

5. Who is Brother Thomas?  How is he important in Jeff's and the Professor's lives over the years? 

6. Explain what happens on Jeff's two visits to Melody. 

7. Where do Jeff and his father move?  Why?  Describe their "new" home. 

8. Name the characters who affect Jeff's life at his new school.  How does he feel about his new school? 

9. Who are the Tillermans?  What does he learn from them? 

10. Explain how Jeff's relationship with his father changes at their new home. 

11. What are Jeff's interests that make him happy? 

12. What is the truth Jeff realizes about Melody? 

13. Where is the title, A Solitary Blue, reflected in the story?  Why is that title an appropriate metaphor 

for Jeff? 

 

 


