
 

2017 Summer Reading Guides 

Rising Ninth Grade 

The following study guide and questions offer suggestions which should help you in your understanding of the 

Summer Reading selections. Plan to take some notes as you read so that, even if you read the books early in the 

summer, you will have some material to review before the test or essay on each book. These study questions are 

not meant to be comprehensive; they simply provide you with some direction as you read. Using ONLY online 

Spark Notes will NOT serve you well; they are merely a superficial approach to a book. 

Note:  ISBN #’s may vary 

Tips for reading all Summer Reading selections: 

1. Read the study guide questions before you begin reading the book so you will know what to think about 

and look for while you are reading.  

2. Have a pen or pencil ready to jot down notes.   

3. Using a highlighter is good for marking the important passages and ideas in the book.  

4. Write notes and questions to yourself in the margins of the book.  

5. Use a dictionary to look up meanings of words you do not know.  

6. Use an encyclopedia or atlas to help you think about the setting and context of the book.  

7. Read the front and back covers of the book, and read the preface or introduction.  

8. Reread a passage or chapter if you need to.  

9. Discuss the book with others who are also reading it; discuss the study guide questions as well.  

10. Keep a list of the questions that you have as you read the book; write down the page numbers about 

which you have questions.  These questions may be asked the first day of the class in the fall.  

11. Think especially carefully about the ending of the book; it usually has enormous clues about the major 

themes or ideas of the book.  

12. Enjoy reading the book.  

CP  =  College Preparatory 

H    =  Honor level coursework 

AP  =  Advanced Placement coursework                      

 

U. S. Government (College Preparatory) — Required  

The Client by John Grisham 



 Present at the suicide of a New Orleans defense attorney, a young boy hires a lawyer to protect himself, 

sharing with her the dead attorney’s shocking last words and hiding from her some dangerous information.  

1. Mark starts off the book as a typical young man from a below average background.  So how exactly 

does he end up in this situation?  Why does he do what he does?  Why did the author use Mark as the 

main character?  What purpose does he serve for the reader? 

2. While the book attempts to be realistic, it is by no means a non-fiction title.  Looking at the events of the 

book, are there ones that you think are particularly accurate?  Inaccurate?  Why did the author make the 

choice to include those events? 

3. The legal system of America isn’t quite as cut-and-dry as it seems.  Look to the characters that are 

“outside” of the main action.  How do they influence the court proceedings?  In a good way or a bad 

way?  Should they have been kept away from Mark, Reggie and the rest of the courtroom?  Why or why 

not? 

4. Many of the characters struggle with the idea of ethics and morality – balancing what they want versus 

what they know is right and wrong.  How do they reconcile these feelings?  Are some of them able to do 

so in a better way than others?  What place does ethics have in the legal system? 

5. The Client is a significantly lengthy novel, with many different characters.  Why does the author include 

so much and so many in the story?   What purpose does having such a multitude of action and people 

serve? Would the story be better if it was simpler?  Why or why not? 

6. Reggie may be a lawyer, but she is far from the stereotypical one.  Why is she so unorthodox?  How 

does she demonstrate this during the course of the book?  Is it effective?  Why or why not? 

7. Is Boyd Boyette a rather silly name?  Discuss. 

  

U. S. Government (Honors) — Both are required  

 

1984 by George Orwell  

In a grim city and a terrifying country, where Big Brother is always Watching You and the Thought Police can 

practically read your mind, Winston is a man in grave danger for the simple reason that his memory still 

functions. He knows the Party's official image of the world is a fluid fiction. He knows the Party controls the 

people by feeding them lies and narrowing their imaginations through a process of bewilderment and 

brutalization that alienates each individual from his fellows and deprives him of every liberating human pursuit 

from reasoned inquiry to sexual passion. Drawn into a forbidden love affair, Winston finds the courage to join a 

secret revolutionary organization called The Brotherhood, dedicated to the destruction of the Party. Together 

with his beloved Julia, he hazards his life in a deadly match against the powers that be.  

Much of the world of 1984 is built upon contradictions.  What are some of the major ones found in 

Winston’s life?  Look for both the obvious ones (ex. The Ministries) and the more subtle ones.  

 

1. Winston attaches himself to many different people during the course of the book – often without 

obvious reasons.  Why does Winston feel such a desire for Julia?   For O’Brian?  For Emmanuel 

Goldstien?  

2. Big Brother as a concept proves to be very useful for the government of Oceania.  What is his 

purpose?  What does he represent in the eyes of the people?  In the eyes of the government?  

3. The government of Oceania provides its people with a very pleasant life, for the most part, but it is not 

without cost.  What do the people give up in exchange for the safety and security offered?  Is it a fair 

exchange in your opinion?  How does one balance peace and liberty?  

4. Much of the government’s control of the people is psychological rather than physical.  How do they 

accomplish this?  What makes it particularly effective?  Which would be worse in your opinion: a 

government that controls via physical or mental force?  



5. Orwell’s primary purpose in writing 1984 seems to be to sound a warning.  What exactly is he trying 

to warn us of?  Why did he pick a definite date as the title?    

6. What does 2+2 equal?  Are you sure?  

 

 

Lord of the Flies by William Golding  

Trapped on an island, a group of British school children, without adult supervision, attempt to create a society 

while they await their rescue.  Unfortunately for them, as time goes on and human nature takes control, the 

order and peace of the island is shattered by chaos and violence.  The island becomes a microcosm for man’s 

struggles both internally and externally. 

The book starts off with the children being evacuated because of a war in the adult world.  Why is this 

significant?  Why did the author start the story with the boys fleeing the world of adults? 

1. While most of the boys start off wanting order, peace and democracy with Ralph, by the end of the 

story most have allied with Jack and his philosophy.  Why is this? What is it about Jack’s ideas that is 

so seductive?  Is it really his ideas or is it Jack’s personality?  Does it matter? 

2. While Ralph, Simon, and Piggy can be painted in broad strokes as the “good” characters, they all have 

very different motivations for their actions.  Why do these characters do “good” deeds?  Are all their 

motivations truly pure?  Does this affect their actions?  How does it effect your acceptance of their 

character? 

3. For the most part the littluns are just a faceless mass, having little dialogue or interactions – and yet 

they are central figures to the story.  Why are the littluns important.  What do they show? How do they 

change or grow? What do they tell you about life on the island? 

4. Much of the novel is about power – how it is achieved, used and abused.  What types of power do you 

see in the novel?  Who wields them?  For what purpose?  Are certain uses “better” than others? 

5. At first the boys think that they can build a perfect society, one without grown-ups and their problems, 

and yet their utopia completely falls apart by the end.  What does the author seem to be saying about 

human nature?  Could the society have worked?  Why or why not? 

6. Piggy: Kind of annoying or very annoying? Discuss. 

 

Comparisons 

 

1. Both books deal with the power of symbols and symbolism.  What pictures, objects or people are used 

by the leaders in each book? How do they use these symbols to control the people?  What does this 

seemingly say about power and government? 

2. 1984 and Lord of the Flies both demonstrate the perils inherent in giving power to the government, but 

also in giving it to the people.  Based on the books, where does power work best? What moments in 

the books justify this view?  What happens when too much power is given to either entity? 

3. In the worlds of 1984 and Lord of the Flies, our focus is often times on the rebellious characters – 

those that are fighting the authorities – and yet the books portrays these individuals in very different 

lights.  How do these books treat the idea of rebellion?  Do they seem to suggest a “proper” way to 

protest power?  What happens if these methods are not followed? 

4. As Lord Acton once said “Power corrupts and absolute power corrupts absolutely.”  How does this 

quote apply to the two books?  What lessons can be learned from this concept and from these books? 

 

Ninth Grade English (College Preparatory) — Required  

 Of Mice and Men by John Steinbeck 



Two drifters in California during the Depression struggle to build a better life but see their dreams die when an 

unfortunate accident leads to death and sorrow.  

Answer these questions in writing, in ink or typed, by the first day of class, and make sure the responses 

are uniquely your own. 

 

I. For each of the following characters, identify a dream that each had and tell what happened to   

spoil that dream or make it impossible to fulfill: 

 

A. George and Lennie 

B. Curley 

C. Curley’s wife 

D. Candy 

E. Crooks 

 

II. Identify evidence of loneliness for any three characters. 

   

Ninth Grade English (Honors) — Required 

Lord of the Flies by William Golding 

Answer these questions in writing, in ink or typed, by the first day of class, and make sure the responses  

are uniquely your own. 

 

1. How did the boys come to be on the island? 

2. The island is described as “roughly boat shaped.” What does this phrase symbolically suggest about the future 

of the boys on the island? 

3. When Roger throws rocks in Henry’s direction, what stops him from actually hitting him? What does this    

episode seem to foreshadow? 

4. Describe the three deaths as evidence of the increasing savagery of the boys. (Paragraphs A., B., C.) 

5. What irony do you see in the scene of the naval officer’s rescue of the boys? 

  

 


