
 

2017 Summer Reading Guides 

Rising Sixth Grade 

The following study guide and questions offer suggestions which should help you in your understanding of the 

Summer Reading selections. Plan to take some notes as you read so that, even if you read the books early in the summer, 

you will have some material to review before the test or essay on each book. These study questions are not meant to be 

comprehensive; they simply provide you with some direction as you read. Using ONLY online Spark Notes will NOT 

serve you well; they are merely a superficial approach to a book.  

Tips for reading all Summer Reading selections: 

1. Read the study guide questions before you begin reading the book so you will know what to think about 

and look for while you are reading.  

2. Have a pen or pencil ready to jot down notes.   

3. Using a highlighter is good for marking the important passages and ideas in the book.  

4. Write notes and questions to yourself in the margins of the book.  

5. Use a dictionary to look up meanings of words you do not know.  

6. Use an encyclopedia or atlas to help you think about the setting and context of the book.  

7. Read the front and back covers of the book, and read the preface or introduction.  

8. Reread a passage or chapter if you need to.  

9. Discuss the book with others who are also reading it; discuss the study guide questions as well.  

10. Keep a list of the questions that you have as you read the book; write down the page numbers about 

which you have questions. These questions may be asked the first day of the class in the fall.  

11. Think especially carefully about the ending of the book; it usually has enormous clues about the major 

themes or ideas of the book.  

12. Enjoy reading the book.  

 

Guidance — Required 

The Revealers by Doug Wilhelm 

No study questions. This book will be discussed in class. 

 

United States History — Required  

 

With Every Drop of Blood by J. L. Collier and C. Collier  



During the Civil War, fourteen-year-old Johnny promises his dying father that he would take care of the family 

and not go off to fight. Offered four hundred dollars to transport food to Confederate troops in Richmond, his 

resolve weakens. Johnny is captured by Cush, a young runaway slave, now serving in the Union army. The boys 

form an unlikely bond as they struggle to survive the last days of the war.  

1. The action in the story occurs in more than one place. Be able to describe the various settings. Be 

familiar with the maps in the front of the book so you can picture where the action in the story is 

occurring. 

2. Reading page ix and pages 230-235 before beginning the book should prove helpful. 

3. When exactly during the Civil War did the action in the story take place? At the beginning, middle or 

end? 

4. Get to know the characters. Pay attention to what they do, say, think, and how they feel. Think about 

what motivates them to act in a certain way. Also think about adjectives that would describe the 

characters. 

5. Who is telling the story?  Why do you think the authors chose to tell the story this way? Would you 

have enjoyed the story more if it had been told from another point of view? Explain. 

6. How do Johnny and Cush change during the story? 

7. What is the climax of the story? After this climax, how did the story end? 

8. What do you think was the authors’ purpose in writing this book? Why do you think they chose the 

title?  

9. Explain whether or not you enjoyed the book. Do this by answering the following questions 

a. Did the story hold your attention? 

b. Were the characters believable? Did you begin to care what happened to them? 

c. Was the outcome of the story satisfying? 

d. Would you recommend the book to a friend? 

10. Know the authors of the book.  

  

Sixth Grade English — Required  

A Wrinkle in Time by Madeleine L’Engle   

An unearthly visitor changes the lives of Meg and Charles Wallace and their scientist mother in a tale of 

mystery, suspense and horror.  

1. Who is the author of A Wrinkle in Time?  

2. Describe the following characters: 



a. Meg 

b. Charles Wallace 

c. Calvin O’Keefe 

d. Mrs. Whatsit 

e. Mrs. Who 

f. Mrs. Which 

g. Mr. Murry 

h. Mrs. Murry 

i. Mr. Jenkins 

j. Sandy and Dennys Murry 

3. Explain what happened to Meg’s father.  

4. Define (or draw) tessering. 

5. Contrast Meg’s home community with the community she visits while tessering. 

6. Describe the mood, or feeling, of A Wrinkle in Time by citing some examples from the story. 

7. What is the struggle Meg must face in this story?  

8. What must Meg do to free Charles Wallace from IT? 

9. What does the title of this book mean? What is A Wrinkle in Time? 

10. Did you like this book? Why or why not? 

 

 

 


