
 

2017 Summer Reading Guides 

Rising Twelfth Grade 

The following study guide and questions offer suggestions which should help you in your understanding of the 

Summer Reading selections. Plan to take some notes as you read so that, even if you read the books early in the 

summer, you will have some material to review before the test or essay on each book. These study questions are 

not meant to be comprehensive; they simply provide you with some direction as you read. Using ONLY online 

Spark Notes will NOT serve you well; they are merely a superficial approach to a book. 

Tips for reading all Summer Reading selections: 

1. Read the study guide questions before you begin reading the book so you will know what to think about and 

look for while you are reading.  

2. Have a pen or pencil ready to jot down notes.   

3. Using a highlighter is good for marking the important passages and ideas in the book.  

4. Write notes and questions to yourself in the margins of the book.  

5. Use a dictionary to look up meanings of words you do not know.  

6. Use an encyclopedia or atlas to help you think about the setting and context of the book.  

7. Read the front and back covers of the book, and read the preface or introduction.  

8. Reread a passage or chapter if you need to.  

9. Discuss the book with others who are also reading it; discuss the study guide questions as well.  

10. Keep a list of the questions that you have as you read the book; write down the page numbers about which 

you have questions.  These questions may be asked the first day of the class in the fall.  

11. Think especially carefully about the ending of the book; it usually has enormous clues about the major 

themes or ideas of the book.  

12. Enjoy reading the book.  

 

Modern European History (Advanced Placement) — Required  

The Prince by Niccolo Machiavelli  

This practical rule-book for the diplomat and uncompromising picture of the true nature of political power is 

refreshing in its directness. Starkly relevant to current events in politics this calculating prescription for power 

remains today, nearly 500 years since written, a timely and startling lesson in the practice of autocratic rule 

that continues to be studied by students, scholars and general readers as well. Note: The Discourses is not a 

required part of this assignment. 

1. What is the significance of the title and the historical period? 

2. Give a brief biographical sketch of the author; why would  Machiavelli write such a book? 



3. What were the main qualities in a good Prince? 

4. How should a state or republic be organized and ruled? 

5. How does a Prince most successfully relate to his people? 

6. What is the key to a city or country achieving greatness? 

7. If you had been able to interview   Machiavelli, what THREE questions would you have been most 

interested in asking? Why? 

8. Based on your reading of this book, evaluate   Machiavelli’s applicability to political, military or 

business affairs today. 

9. Be prepared to write an essay on one aspect of Machiavelli’s philosophy. 

 

       Twelfth Grade English (College Preparatory, Honors, & Advanced 

Placement Literature) Literature — Required  

 The Stranger by Albert Camus  

1. Why do you think I assigned this book as our very first book to read?   

 

2. What kinds of thoughts about the nature of human existence come to mind after you finish this book? 

 

3. What do you think Camus wants us to think and feel about his protagonist after we finish this book?  

Why? 

 

4. Why is the violent murder scene placed almost exactly in the middle of the book? 

 

5. What do you think “existentialism” is according to this book, and thus, to Camus?   

 

 

 

 


