
 

2017 Summer Reading Guides 

Rising Eleventh Grade 

The following study guide and questions offer suggestions which should help you in your understanding of the 

Summer Reading selections. Plan to take some notes as you read so that, even if you read the books early in the 

summer, you will have some material to review before the test or essay on each book. These study questions are 

not meant to be comprehensive; they simply provide you with some direction as you read. Using ONLY online 

Spark Notes will NOT serve you well; they are merely a superficial approach to a book. 

Tips for reading all Summer Reading selections: 

1. Read the study guide questions before you begin reading the book so you will know what to think about 

and look for while you are reading.  

2. Have a pen or pencil ready to jot down notes.   

3. Using a highlighter is good for marking the important passages and ideas in the book.  

4. Write notes and questions to yourself in the margins of the book.  

5. Use a dictionary to look up meanings of words you do not know.  

6. Use an encyclopedia or atlas to help you think about the setting and context of the book.  

7. Read the front and back covers of the book, and read the preface or introduction.  

8. Reread a passage or chapter if you need to.  

9. Discuss the book with others who are also reading it; discuss the study guide questions as well.  

10. Keep a list of the questions that you have as you read the book; write down the page numbers about which 

you have questions.  These questions may be asked the first day of the class in the fall.  

11. Think especially carefully about the ending of the book; it usually has enormous clues about the major 

themes or ideas of the book.  

12. Enjoy reading the book.  

            

United States History (College Preparatory) — Required 

Inherit the Wind by Jerome Lawrence and Robert E. Lee 
 

This play covers a fictionalized account of the 1925 Scopes Monkey Trial, about a teacher arrested for the 

teaching of evolution in a public school.  The trial itself becomes a battle between Henry Drummond, the defense 

attorney and Matthew Harrison Brady, the prosecutor. 

1. The authors’ notes in the beginning make it very clear this is not the actual Scopes trial.  Why is that?  Why 

do they choose to fictionalize the event?  What does it mean when it says, “It might have been yesterday.  It 

could be tomorrow.”?  What is the purpose behind the play?  

2. Rachel’s appearance in the story adds what, at first glance, might seem to be an out of place romantic 

element to the story.  Why did the author’s include Rachel in the play?  Why is she written this way?  Does 

she change?  If so, how?  If not, why not? 



3. Similar to Rachel, Hornbeck adds some unusual elements to the story, serving as a cynical narrator.  What 

real-life figure is Hornbeck based off of?  How does this effect his character and purpose? Does he add to 

the story or detract from it? 

4. The climactic moments of the trial practically cease being a trial and simply become an argument between 

Brady and Drummond.  From a legal point of view, why is this?  From a dramatic point of view, why write 

it this way?   

5. The title of the play comes from Act II, Scene I at the prayer meeting.  What does the title mean?  How is it 

a reference to the events transpiring?  Is there significance in it being a biblical verse?  

6. Agree with them or not, both sides in the case attempt to persuade the reader/viewer.  How is this 

accomplished?  Is one side more effective than the other?  Is the book a balanced portrayal of the events?   

 

United States History (Advanced Placement) — Required 

 

The American Pageant by David Kennedy and Lizabeth Cohen 
 

1. Read the first 3 chapters of your textbook The American Pageant by David Kennedy and Lizabeth 

Cohen. (Be sure you are using AP Edition 16th Edition)  

 

Key Terms and People to Know must be HAND WRITTEN. Use BLACK INK for the key term/person 

and use RED ink for the definition. There are approximately 100 terms so do not wait until the last 

minute to complete this study guide assignment.  

• Chapter 1- New World Beginning- complete the key terms and people to know on page 23 

• Chapter 2- The Planting of English America- complete the key terms and people to know on page 40 

• Chapter 3-Settling the Northern Colonies- complete the key terms and people to know on page 60 

2. Get to be friends with Daniel Jocz. 

Watch the first 3 videos to help you gain a greater insight into these 3 chapters 

 

https://www.youtube.com/playlist?list=PL-69ThEyf7-A8PgWRxaH3Qi3dD_ZUu2BF 

 

3. Purchase or find the soundtrack to “Hamilton” (with written access to lyrics) and enjoy. We will use this as 

a resource for our study of the Founding Fathers. 

 

Beg, borrow, steal-do whatever you have to do to see “Hamilton.” It is scheduled to go on tour in 2017 and 

Charlotte and Chapel Hill are supposed to be on the tour. 

 

 

Eleventh Grade English (College Preparatory, Honors, and Advanced 

Placement) — Required  

 

Neverwhere by Neil Gaiman 
 

 There is no study guide for Neverwhere. It will be discussed in class. 

 

https://www.youtube.com/playlist?list=PL-69ThEyf7-A8PgWRxaH3Qi3dD_ZUu2BF


Eleventh Grade English (Advanced Placement Language) — Required  

 Northanger Abbey by Jane Austen 
 

 There is no study guide for Northanger Abbey. It will be discussed in class. 

 


