
 

2017 Summer Reading Guides 

Rising Tenth Grade 

The following study guide and questions offer suggestions which should help you in your understanding of the 

Summer Reading selections. Plan to take some notes as you read so that, even if you read the books early in the 

summer, you will have some material to review before the test or essay on each book. These study questions are 

not meant to be comprehensive; they simply provide you with some direction as you read. Using ONLY online 

Spark Notes will NOT serve you well; they are merely a superficial approach to a book. 

Note:  ISBN #’s may vary 

Tips for reading all Summer Reading selections: 

1. Read the study guide questions before you begin reading the book so you will know what to think about 

and look for while you are reading.  

2. Have a pen or pencil ready to jot down notes.   

3. Using a highlighter is good for marking the important passages and ideas in the book.  

4. Write notes and questions to yourself in the margins of the book.  

5. Use a dictionary to look up meanings of words you do not know.  

6. Use an encyclopedia or atlas to help you think about the setting and context of the book.  

7. Read the front and back covers of the book, and read the preface or introduction.  

8. Reread a passage or chapter if you need to.  

9. Discuss the book with others who are also reading it; discuss the study guide questions as well.  

10. Keep a list of the questions that you have as you read the book; write down the page numbers about 

which you have questions.  These questions may be asked the first day of the class in the fall.  

11. Think especially carefully about the ending of the book; it usually has enormous clues about the major 

themes or ideas of the book.  

12. Enjoy reading the book.  

 

World History (College Preparatory and Advanced Placement)            

Required (Chose one)  

Salt: A World History by Mark Kurlansky  

or  

Cod: A Biography of the Fish that Changed the World by Mark Kurlansky  

 

Welcome to Mrs. Ballew’s AP World History class. I look forward to working with all of you this upcoming 

school year. I have chosen for you all to choose between either Salt: A World History or Cod: A Biography of 



the Fish that Changed the World to read for your summer reading assignment. Both are written by Mark 

Kurlansky. At first glance, you might be thinking: does she really want us to read either a book about salt or a 

book about fish? The answer is yes, but as you will read, they are both about so much more.  

When creating your report, please focus on answering the questions below. You will need to produce a 750 

word (about 3 pages) essay, double spaced, with one inch margins using Times New Roman font. Citations are 

not necessary. I want to get an understanding of your thought process and reaction to the book, instead of 

reading a bunch of quotes from the book. Remember, you are expected to analyze texts in AP, not rewrite them. 

We will discuss the books and their content upon the start of the school year. Assignments will not be due until 

August 25th.  

 

• What question(s) is the author trying to answer? (Why did he write this book?)  

• Why does he think this question or topic is important? Do you think he is trying to convince his 

audience of something, or do you think he is trying to present historical information using an interesting 

perspective?  

• What kind of evidence does he provide in trying to answer the question(s) or convince the audience of 

his perspective?  

• Are there other questions you wish the author had answered? If so, what were they? Did you feel the 

need to research an answer to these questions? Are there any questions you would like me to answer 

throughout the course this year in reference to the book? 

• What are some interesting/significant historical/cultural facts you learned from this book? Be specific, 

and discuss the historical matter on which you found interesting. 

• How did you like the book overall? Would you recommend this book for next year’s summer reading 

list? Why or why not? Saying you did not like the book will not negatively affect your grade, so be 

honest. 

 

Thank you, and enjoy your summer. I look forward to meeting all of you in the fall. 

Kristin Ballew 

 

Tenth Grade English (Honors) — Required 

 

The Hundred-Foot Journey by Richard C. Morais 

There is no study guide for The Hundred-Foot Journey. It will be discussed in class. 


